The SAILS item bank has 142 whole items in American English. Each student answers 40 items from the item bank and 5 items that are in development. For most items, test takers are instructed to select the one best. 

The Test 

The items span the eight SAILS skill sets and the four ACRL standards targeted by the test. Students respond to different sets of items, with some common items shared across the individual tests. Figure 1.1 shows how many items are in each of the subscales. 

Figure 1.1 Number of Items in Each Subscale 

SAILS 

(Standardized Assessment of Information Literacy Skills)
The Standardized Assessment of Information Literacy Skills (SAILS) is a knowledge test with multiple-choice questions targeting a variety of information literacy skills. Questions on the SAILS test are based directly on two documents authored by the Association of College and Research Libraries: (l) Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education: Standards, Performance Indicators, and Outcomes; and (2) Objectives for Information Literacy Instruction: A Model Statement for Academic Librarians.  
	SAILS Skill Sets 
	Number 

	
	of Items 

	Developing a Research Strategy 
	24 

	Selecting Finding Tools 
	16 

	Searching 
	28 

	Using Finding Tool Features 
	7 

	Retrieving Sources 
	13 

	Evaluating Sources 
	17 

	Documenting Sources 
	13 

	Understanding Economic, Legal, and 
	24 

	Social Issues 
	

	ACRL Standards 
	Number 

	
	Of Items 

	Standard I: Determines the nature 
	31 

	and extent of the information needed 
	

	Standard 2: Accesses needed 
	63 

	information effectively and 
	

	efficiently 
	

	Standard 3: Evaluates information 
	19 

	and its sources critically and 
	

	incorporates selected information 
	

	into his or her knowledge base and 
	

	value system 
	

	Standard 4: NOT USED 
	0 

	Standard 5: Understands many of the 
	29 

	economic, legal, and social issues 
	

	surrounding the use of information 
	

	and accesses and uses information 
	

	ethically and legally 
	


Scoring 

The measurement model used by SAILS is item response theory (lRT), specifically the one-parameter Rasch model. IRT calculates scores based on a combination of item difficulty and student performance. The process begins with merging data from all institutions into a benchmark file. Student responses to the items on the test are then used to determine the difficulty level of each item. Once that determination is made, student responses are analyzed to determine an average score for each group (or cohort). Scores in the report are placed on a scale that ranges from 0 to 1000. 

The report gives results for several groups, including your institution overall, institutions of a similar type, and all institutions combined. Depending on the size of other cohorts and the variability of their responses, additional breakouts may be reported for class standing and majors. If you created any custom questions, breakouts for those may also appear in the report. 

