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Graduate Student Appreciation Week

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES
APRIL 7 - 11, 2003

Monday, April 7, 2003

Networking Social
Third Floor-Study Lounge, Jacob L. Reddix Campus
Union. 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday, April 8, 2003

Professional Development Workshop
Second Floor Auditorium, H.T. Sampson Library
3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, April 9, 2003

Reception Honoring Graduate Students with a
4.0 G.P.A.
The Graduate School, First Foor of the
Administration Tower, 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 10, 2003

Recognition L uncheon for Graduate
Assistants
University Club, Jackson, Mississippi
11:15am.

Friday, April 11, 2003

International Banquet
Lee. E.Williams Athletics & Assembly Center
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Michael  Gemmell, Executive Director of the Association of
Schools of Public Health, will speak on the “History of Schools
of Public Health” at 12:00 noon on Monday, April 7, 2003 in
the Community Meeting Room at the Jackson Medical Mall.
This event is sponsored by the Department of Public Health. For
more information, call Dr. Marinelle Payton at (601) 368-2052.

Dissertation Defenses - Spring 2003

February 27, 2003

Linda Wilson-Jones, “Elementary School-Age African
American Males: Factors Promoting and Inhibiting Their
Academic Successin a Rural Mississippi School”

School of Education Building, Room 219 at 3:00 p.m.

Chair: Dr. Donna Lander

March 4, 2003
Valerie Holden-Bradley, “Urban Science Education:
Elementary and Middle School Teachers Instructional
Practices’
School of Education Building, Room 219 at 4:30 p.m.
Chair: Dr. Donna Lander

March 5, 2003
Alfonzo Butler-Haralson, “Elementary Principas and
Teachers Knowledge of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorders in the Jackson Public School District”
School of Education Building, Room 219 at 9:00 am.
Chair: Dr. Bettye Coleman.

Eileen Ewing, “An Anaysis of Educators Awareness of
School-Based Alcohol and Drug Prevention Practices with
Elementary Schools’

School of Education Building, Room 219 at 10:00 am.

Chair: Dr. Bettye Coleman

Cynthia A. Jones, An Analysis of Discipline Policies in the
Jackson Public School District”

School of Education Building, Room 219 at 11:00 am.

Chair: Dr. Ruth Searcy.

Cedric A. Dixon, “Mississippi Public Elementary School
Counselors Perceptions of Character Education Programs.

School of Education Building, Room 219 at 2:00 p.m.

Chair: Dr. Michael Omoregie

The chairperson of the dissertation committee for the candidate
for a doctoral degree will notify the members of the dissertation
committee, the Department Chair, the Dean of the School, the
Dean of the Graduate School and other appropriate persons of the
place, date and time of the defense. Members of the Graduate
Faculty areinvited to attend the defense.

First submission of the defended dissertations are
duein the Graduate School on or before April 3,
2003.




Graduate Student Association | 2003 International W eek |

The Graduate Student Association “Spring ‘03 Gathering” was
held January 28, 2003. Issues discussed at the session included
graduate advisement, health care plans, Graduate Area
Comprehensive Examinations, out-of-state fees, and graduate
research.

Ms. Shirley  Harrison, Executive Director of the
International Visitors Center at Jackson State University, was a
specia guest. Future plans include forming a partnership with
“Habitat for Humanity” and with the Community
Service/Service Learning Center for Jackson State University.
Discussions were held regarding the re-activation of the graduate
student honor society: Alpha Epsilon Lambda.

Graduate student representatives were: Jitender  Raheja
(Computer Science), loan Sandu (English), Natasha McGee
(Biology), Janet Mogusu (Educational Administration and
Supervision), Glake Hill (Chemistry), Ernest Jackson
(Criminal Justice), Richard Henry (Technology) and Joel
Swan (Saciology).

UPCOMING EVENTS

March 9-23  The 16th Annual National Black Graduate
Student Association Conference in Atlanta
April 7-11 Graduate Student Appreciation Week
April 28 GSA Community Service Project
-May 3 “Habitat for Humanity”

For more information, please contact Joel Swan, GSA President,
at swan_est1975@hotmail.com or 979-4322.

Congressional Black Caucus Foundation

Congressional Fellows Program

The Congressiona Black Caucus Foundation (CBCF)
Congressional Fellows Program is an intense 9-month
fellowship in which Fellows assume the roles of legidative
assistants in the offices of Congressional Black Caucus
Members. The CBCF Congressional Fellows Program also
includes educational requirements and a leadership devel opment
component.

The application deadline for the Congressional Fellows Program
is April 1, 2003. All application material must be received by
this date in order to be considered and must be sent directly to the
CBCF Leadership Institute. The CBCF Congressional Fellows
Program offers a stipend of $25,000 for the period of September
3, 2003 through May 7, 2004.

For more information and an application please visit the CBCF
website:
www.CBCFinc.org.
For additional questions:
e-mail: educate@CBCFinc.org or
call: (202) 775-8883.

“Changing Minds, Changing the World”

7-11, 2003. =
endeavors to expose the Universityfi -

community, the City of Jackson, and thelus "85 _
State of Mississippi to many culturesiis ? ;

from around the world. By showcasing et q‘i
and celebrating our diversity, it is thelllL -
goal of the JSU International Week to increase the awareness of
and appreciation for everyone in our global community.

Specific details for all activities are available by contacting the
Office of International Programs at (601) 979-3791 or from the
contact person listed below.

Schedule of Activities

Opening Ceremony - April 7
Gibbs-Green Plaza, Noon to 1:00 p.m.

Symposium on International Issues- April 7and 8
Contact: Dr. Tabitha Otieno, (601) 979-3353.

Parade of Flags - April 9
From T.B. Ellisto Gibbs-Green Plaza, 9:15t0 9:30 am.
Contact: Dr. Jacqueline Franklin, (601) 979-2621.

International Bazaar - April 9
Gibbs-Green Plaza, 9:30 to 1:00 p.m.
Contact: Ms. Katy Sims, (601) 979-3794.

Woman to Woman (Live Taping) - April 9
F.D. Hall of Music, 1:00 to 4:00 pm.
Hosted by Juanita Sims-Doty and Pat Fordice.

Model United Nations - April 10
Dollye M.E. Robinson Liberal Arts Building,
10:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Contact: Dr. Frederick Ighoavodha (601) 979-2136.

International Night of Dance - April 10
University Park Auditorium, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Contact: Ms. Marilynn Walker, (601) 359-7439

International Scholarship Banquet - April 11
Lee E. Williams Athletics & Assembly Center,
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Contact: Ms. Shirley Williams, (601) 979-2043.

JSU Family Art Collection Exhibit- April 1to 24
Dollye M.E. Robinson Liberal Arts Building, Art Gallery
Daily, 10:00 to 4:30 p.m.



Mississippi Academy of Sciences
Annual Meeting - 2003

The Sixty-Seventh Annual Meeting of the Mississippi Academy
of Sciences was held February 13 and 14, 2003 at the Lake
Terrace Convention Center in Hattiesburg.

Graduate Students Presenting at the Meeting:

Shontell Credit (M.S,, Biology), H. Benghuzzi, J. Cameron,

M. Tucci, and A. Tsao, “Localization of Proinflammatory

Cytokines on Cardiovascular Tissues Exposed to Sustained

Delivery of Androgenic Steroidsin Rodents’

Rochelle Hunter (M.S,, Biology), S. Ekunwe, H. Hwang,

and L. Ekunwe, “Bacterialsolated from Soil Contaminated with

Polycylic Aromatic Hydrocarbons are Resistant to the Higher

Molecular Weight Representatives’

Anita Winfield (M.S., Biology) H. Benghuzzi, M. Tucci, and

J. Cameron, “Administration of Diosgenin to Ovariectomizated
Rats Protects Kidney Functions’
Valeria O'Bannon (M.S., Env.
Science), Y. Zhang, K. Zeng, K. Lee,
M. Begonia, and H. Hwang,

- “Fermentation Ability of
Saccharomyces  Cervisiaeand
Zymomonas Mobilis Utilizing Various
Sugars Present in an Acid Hydrolyzate’

Baoying Zheng (M.S,, Env. s

Ms. O’'Bannon

Science), K. Zeng, H. Hwang, [

and H.Yu, “A Study of | 1

Photoinduced Ecotoxicity of 6- === == s

Aminochrysene to Microbial oo L=t

Assemblages and Recovery of '

Their Heterotrophic Recovery” e |
Ms. Zheng

Faculty:

Dr. |. Farah (Biology), R. Begum and J. Cameron, “The

Effects of Metaboless and Oxidative Stress on the Survival of

MCF-7 Breast Cancer Cells”

Dr. E. Hamadian, (Biology), “Role Aliesterase in

Susceptibility of Tobacco Budworm and Corn Earworm to Five

Organophosphorus I nsectides”

Dr. K. L ee, (Chemistry), R. Raymond, and B. Hames,

“Analysis of Sugars and Organic Acidsin Hydrolyzate Sawdust

by HPLC"

Dr. R. Venkatramen, (Chemistry), “Preparation and Crystal

Structure of Melamine Levulinate Monohydrate”

The Graduate School would also like to congratul ate the
following undegraduates students for making presentations at the

meeting:

Biology: Ayesha Alam, “Apoptosis. Cinnamon Extracts and
- ——— mmmm  Buccd Epithelial Cells’ Advisor - Dr.
i | W H. Benghuzzi (UMMC).

: ~ Hm  Nourelhoda Farah, “The Effects of
vin B Various Cortisol Concentration on the
A Mitotic Ability of MRC-5 Cell Line”

Advisor - Dr. |. Farah.

Umeko Griffin, “The Effects of Lead
and Cadmium on Soil Phosphate
Activity” Advisors- Dr. Maria Begonia
and Dr. Greg Begonia.
Diahanna Hackett, Darla Gilliard, Ashley
Bridget Matthews, “Recovery

and Enumeration of Bacteria and =

Fungi from Soils Contaminated
with Lead and Cadmium.” &
Advisors - Dr. Maria Begonia and [§
Dr. Greg Begonia.

Caronda Moore, “The
Expression of the Trol Gene's
Third Domain, Tol I11" Advisors -
S. Datt and D. Crunk (Texas
A&M); Courtney Young,
“Chemically-Enhanced  Phytoextraction  of
Contaminated Soils using Wheat
(Triticum Aestivum L.)
Advisors - Dr. Maria Begonic
and Dr. Greg Begonia.
Chemistry: Sharon Hurley,
“Analysis of Total Sugar in thg
Hydrolyzate from Sawdust with

- -

A. Alam

Davis, and

Dr. J. Stevens and
C. Moore

Cadmium-

1"

D. Reed.

Seliwanoff Reagent” Advisor - Dr. K. Lee.; Demarco Reed,
“Photochemistry of Selected Nitro-Polycylic
Hydrocarbons’ Advisor - Dr. H. Yu.

11, “A Comparative Study of

Aromatic

Meterology Roberto Cancell
Blocking High Index and
Air-Sea Interactions During’
Contrasting Hurricane
Seasons over the Gulf of
Mexico” Advisor - Dr. R.S.

Reddy.
Psychology: E.
Thomaseo Burton,

“Vadues Orientation and
Attitudes Towards Suicide
and Abortion” Advisor - Dr. Robert  Bateman.

K. Sly.; Christopher Curtis, “Gender Differences in
Perceived Parental Approval of Sexual Behavior Among African
American College Students’ Advisor - Dr. P. Banks.; Erika
Johnson, “Socio-Economic Status as a Predictor of Postpartum
Depression” Advisor - Dr. M. O'Hara (lowa)
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Winter Scholar
Symposium- 2003

The 2003 AGEM
Winter Scholar

January 23-25, 2003
on the campus of
Mississippi State
University. This
year' stheme was

“Embrace Diversity,

, e W i
Dr. Marie O’ Banner-Jackson and the

Enhance Outreach and
McNair Scholars at the Thursday opening Strive for
jazz reception. Excellence’.

The Honorable Charles “Chip” Pickering, the United
States House of Representatives (MS, R) was the plenary
speaker. His comments included the recent strides made in
Mississippi in technology and education.

(Left to right) Venessa Wright, G. Stewart, the Honorable
Charles Pickering, Chaintain Greer, Tenille Epperson,
Preston Robinson, and Klarissa Hardy.

The opening address, “Recruitment and Retention: Are We
Making Progress?’, was delivered by Dr. Eugene Del oatch,
Dean of Engineering at Morgan State University.

The second morning session was facilitated by Mr. Garethe
Forde, doctora student in Environmental Science. The keynote
speaker was Dr. William McHenry, Assistant
Commissioner of Academic Affairs for Mississippi Institutions.
His topic was, “Is the Legislature Doing Enough for Educational
Programs and Poalicies for Under-Represented, L ow-Income and
Other Groups with Limited Access to Higher Education?’ Dr.
Kathleen Sullivan and Dr. Maxine Harper, of the
University of Mississippi, concluded the morning with a
discussion on “AGEM Evaluation and Collection of Data’.

Friday afternoon AGEM Scholars presented the results of
research. JSU students participating were:

Category One:  Agriculture, Atmospheric Sciences, Biology,
Ecology, Entomology and Environmental Science

Ana Balarezo, doctoral student in Environmental Science,
"Preliminary Studies of the Toxic Effects of Lead in Juvenile
Channel Catfish".

Category  Two: Bioengineering, Cellular  Biology,
Developmental Biology, Exercise Science and Molecular
Biology.

Tenille Epperson, junior biology major, "Understanding the
Role of Aberrant Crypt Foci as Precusors of Colon Cancer by
Magnifying Colonscopy and Real-time Polymerase Chain
Reaction.

Ayeasha  Alam, freshman biology magor,
Cinnamon Extracts and Buccal Ephithelial Cells"
Anthony  Schwartz, senior biology major, “A Study of
Glomerular Development in the Olfactory Bulb of Zebrafish”
Joyce Belcher, junior biology major, “uPA and UuPAR
Expression in Response to IL-2 Versus IL-15 Stimulation of YT
Cedls

"Apoptosis:

Category Three:  Biochemistry, Chemical Engineering,
Chemistry, Computational Chemistry, Medicina Chemistry,
and Pharmacy

Curinetha Hubbard, senior chemistry major, “ldentifying
Mitochondria Proteinsin Y east”

Category Four: Aerospace and Electrical Engineering, Geology,
Industrial and Mechanical Engineering.

Glake Hill, doctora student in Chemistry, "Theoretica
Modeling of cisplatin:

Sharon Hurley, chemistry major: “Analysis of Total Sugar in
the Hydrolyzate from Sawdust Using Seliwanoff Reagent”



Category Five: Computer Science, Mathematics and Physics
Whitney  Austin, senior computer science major, “The Use of
Remote Sensing and Geographical Information Systems to
Allocate Space on College Campuses”

Mr. Lamar Reed, JSU-AGEM Site Coordinator, organized the
presentation session. Presenters were judged by STEM doctoral
students and faculty. Competition winners from JSU were:

First - Ana Balarezo (below left), Tennille Epperson (below
right) and Glake Hill Second - Ayesha Alam.

Symposium Banquet

Mr. Lamar Reed, JSU-AGEM Site Coordinator delivered the
Welcome for the Symposium Banquet. Several groups were
recognized during the evening: the AGEM Executive Board for
2002-2003, AGEM Doctoral Graduates, and AGEM Current
Doctora Scholars.

Garethe Forde

Faculty Luncheon

A luncheon was held in for faculty, staff and administrators
attending the conference. AGEM honored Mississippi Valley
State  University for its efforts in supporting STEM students
and activities.

Awards Ceremony and Breakfast

The Closing Awards Ceremony and Breakfast was held Saturday
morning. Dr. Juliette Bell, Professor of Chemistry at
Fayetteville State University (above) addressed the session with
the topic, “ Taking Advantage of the Opportunity”.

Entertainment for the Friday Banquet was provided by “The
KuumbaHouse Dance Theatre”, pictured below. They performed
Soweto Sunrise, featuring dances of South Africafrom the Zulu,
Xhosa, Sotho and Shangaan people.




National Science Foundation Day - Jackson State University

The National Black Caucus of State Legidators and Jackson
State University hosted “National Science Foundation Day at
Jackson State University” on January 16, 2003 at the e-Center.
Participants from the National Science Foundation were: Dr.
John C. Hurt, Program Director - Partnerships for Innovation,
Dr. Ernest L. McDuffie, Lead Program Director - Division
of Undergraduate Education, Dr. Elbert L. Marsh, Deputy
Assistant Director - Directorate for Engineering, Dr. Donald

Thompson, Division Director - Human Resource
Development, and Mr. George Wilson, Legidative (I tor) Dr. John Hurt, Mr. George Wilson, Dr. Elbert Marsh, Dr.
Specialist. Dorris Robinson-Gardner (Dean of Graduate School), Dr. Donald

Thompson, Dr. Abdul K. Mohamed (Dean of the College of Science,
Engineering, and Technology) and Dr. J. Leszczynski.

g

Topic presented included: “Introduction to NSF - The Basics” by
Dr. Hurt; “Advanced Technological Eduation
and Other Due Programs’ by Dr. McDuffie;
“Partnerships for Innovation” by Dr. Hurt;
“Human Resource Development” by Dr.
Thompson; and “Engineering” by Dr. Marsh.

Information on funding
opportunities with the National
Science Foundation is available at

In response to questions from the audience, " their website:
Dr. Jerzy Leszczynski, Distinguished | ]
Professor of Chemistry and Pl of the JSU- Dr. LorettaMoore http://www.nsf.gov/

CREST program, disussed the role of NSF (Corngtef SCie”C?vaNd
Dr. Leszczynski  funding and the accomplishments of the JSU- (D’\:.SF)eorge McDutfie
CREST program. :

&,
.?T‘l'l.q L I..*.

(Left to right)

Dr. Hiroyasu Tachikawa (Chemistry),

Dr. Ming-Ju Huang (Chemistry),

Dr. Jo_hn_ Watts (Chemlstry) and JSU Students from the Doctoral Program in Environmental Science

Dr. William White (Associate Dean of SS& T) (Ieft to right): Ms.Gloria Miller, Ms. Ketia Shumaker (Doctoral-Ms.
Cecelia Newsome, Ms. Wendy Brown-White, and Mr. Skipper
Anthony.



DEPARTMENT OF Music

PRISM CONCERT
The Jackson State University vocal and instrumental ensembles
joined forces on Saturday, February 1, for the Department of
Music's first “Prism” Concert. During the “Prism” concert,
various ensembles were strategically located throughout the
auditorium performing selections in a rapid-fire format. The
auditorium was concealed by darkness, apart from the carefully
arranged lighting system that promptly illuminated each set of
vocalists and instrumentalists as they began to perform. The
sound moved around the auditorium with each piece being
played or sung in a different area. The performance was
continuous and seamless. The concert was tantamount to a
multi-movement composition. Once the performance began, it
was not interrupted.

The concert opened with a trumpet ensemble fanfare composed
by Dr. David Ware, coordinator of the event, and was
followed by an introduction by Dr. Jimmie James, Jr.,
Chair of the Department of Music. The University Symphonic
Band, conducted by Dr. Lewis Liddel, Sr. was the first
ensemble to perform. Other performing ensembles included the
University Orchestra, Dr. London Branch, conductor; the
Concert Choir, W. Cortez Castilla, conductor; the Jazz
Ensemble I, Dr. Russell  Thomas, conductor; the Woodwind

Ensemble, Dr. Michael Magruder, conductor; Percussion
Ensemble, Mr. Joe Ringold, conductor; Brass Quintet, Ms.
Darcie Bishop, instructor; Clarinet Quartet, Dr. Michael

Magruder, instructor, small vocal ensembleS, Mr. W. Cortez
Cadtilla, instructor, and solo piano performances by Tamara
Myles and Gary Mitchell, two piano performance majors.
Dr. Karen Laubengayer, the keyboard instructor, provided
accompaniment.

The concert culminated with a performance by the Jackson State
University Marching Band, the “Sonic Boom of the South”. In
addition to performing several pep tunes, popular tunes and
marches, the band featured a patriotic piece, America the

Beautiful, with a specia narration by Dr. Jimmie James,
Jr ., the Voice of the Sonic Boom of the South, which included a
specia tribute to the Columbia Astronauts and the men and
women in service. The concert culminated with the band
marching out of the auditorium to Get Ready.

Graduate Faculty News

A proposal to be a site to host a Summer Ingtitute through the
support of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Ac has received
initial approval.  The proposal submitted by Dr. Vivian
Taylor, Professor of Education, to the Mississippi Institutions
of Higher Learning.

Introduction Epidemiology Course

Jackson Heart Study

An intensive introductory, six-day course in epidemiology will
be offered at Tougaloo College, July 7-12, 2003. This courseis
sponsored by the National Center on Minority Health and Health
Disparities and National Heart, Lung & Blood Ingtitute in
conjunction with the Jackson Heart Study.

The purpose of the course is to provide an intensive introduction
to epidemiology for advanced undergraduate and graduate students
interested in careers in biomedical sciences, behavioral sciences,
and health professionals and professionals interested in learning
about the subject. The course introduces the principles and
methods of epidemiologic investigation of diseases. It illustrates
the different study designs used for evaluating risk factors and the
effectiveness of health interventions and services. In addition to
lectures, the course will present laboratory problems providing
experience in epidemiologic methods and inferences, and will deal
with issues related to experimental and no experimental designs,
sensitivity and specificity of diagnostic tests, confounding
effects, and the use of the life-table approach to evaluate
longitudinal data.

Applicants must be U.S. Citizens or permanent residents.
Interested candidates must submit:
1. Completed application form.
2. A brief essay of one page describing his’her reason for
wanting to take this course.
3. A letter of nomination/recommendation from a teacher,
advisor or supervisor.
4. A copy of a transcript of grades for undergraduate
students or documentation confirming receipt of most
recent degree.

The deadline for receipt of application is June 6, 2003.

Housing will be available on the Tougaloo College campus.
Room and board for those staying on the Tougaloo campus will
be borne by the NIH. Participants may choose to stay off-
campus in severa nearby hotels, the cost of which will have to
be borne by the participant.

There is no cost for those taking this course without academic
credit. The course can be taken for credit from any one of the
collaborating institutions. Those seeking credit should contact
any one of the following for details.
Jackson State University

Dr. Mary Lou Gutierrez-Mohamed

Telephone: (601) 979-1271 or 979-1269

e-mail: mary.lou.mohamed@jsums.edu
Tougaloo College

Dr. Asoka Srinivasan

Telephone: (601) 978-1352

e-mail: asvasan@juno.com
University of Mississippi Medical Center

Dr. Marion Wofford

Telephone: (601) 984-6850

e-mail: mwofford@medicine.umsmed.edu




Graduate Orientation - Spring 2003

The Graduate School held Spring Orientation on January 14, 15,
and 16, 2003. Orientation was conducted on the main campus,
the Jackson Medical Mall, and the University Center.

Main campus participants

New graduate students were welcomed to Jackson State
University by Dr. Dorris Robinson-Gardner, Dean of the
Graduate School and Mr. Joel Swan, President of the
Graduate Student Association. Mr. Curtis Gore, Coordinator
of Graduate Admissions, discussed techniques important for
successfully completing a graduate degree.  Dr. Gardner
stressed the importance of the student-advisor interaction to the
new graduate students.

THE GRADUATE SCHOOL
P.O. Box 17095

1400 J. R. Lynch Street
Jackson State University
Jackson, MS 39217

e-mail: gadmappl @ccaix.jsums.edu

University Center
particpants

participants

Dr. J. Zubkowski, Associate Graduate Dean, conducted the

orientation sessions. For more information on orientation and

student policies and procedures, please view the Graduate School

website: http://ccaix.jsums.edu/~gadmappl.
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THE GRADUATE SCHOOL

Dr. DorrisR. Robinson-Gardner, Dean

Dr. Jeffrey D. Zubkowski, Associate Dean

Mr. Curtis Gore, Coordinator, Graduate Admissions

Ms. Sarah Foote, Coordinator, Student Services

Ms. Frankie Adams, Secretary

Mr. Lamar Reed, Coordinator, AGEM-JSU

Jackson Sate University is committed to the principles of equal
educational  opportunity, equal employment opportunity, and
affirmative action. The University does not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, sex, handicap, age, religion, national origin,
veteran status, or on any other illegal basis.



