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Dean’s Corner
This year has been extraordinary for graduate
education at Jackson State University.  Alumni,
National Alumni Officers, Board of Trustees from
the Institution of Higher Learning, federal and state
governmental officials, national corporate leaders,
college and university officials from Mississippi
and other Southern Region Education Board
(SREB) states came to a gala celebrating fifty years

of promoting excellence in Graduate Education.  They joined
with former and current graduate faculty members in recognizing
forefathers, previous and current graduate deans for their
exemplary contributions in creating a graduate community
second only to the HBCU doctoral research extensive university
in the East.  Congratulations to our graduate faculty for fifty
years of exemplary service to the university.

Dr. Jeffrey Zubkowski, Associate Dean, presented a moving
occasion, which is printed below.  This issue highlights other
celebratory activities, including inductions into national honor
societies, partnership inititiatives with noble laureates in
chemistry, presentations by students and faculty at national, state
and local discipline-specific meetings and research conducted by
doctoral students.

Thanks to graduate faculty members, staff and deans for making
this a great 2003-2004 academic year.

1954 and 2004

Two dates in time, separated by 50 years. Ponder for a moment,
50 years represents a time 
- longer than the life of most of our current graduate students
- longer than the life of many of our current graduate faculty.

We gather to remember, reflect, recognize and rejoice the past 50
years of graduate education at Jackson State University.  It is
often stated, “to understand the future, one must understand the
past.”

We gather to recount the travails and triumphs of the trail blazers
of graduate education at Jackson State University:  Dr. Augustus
C. Blanks, Dr. Charles C. Mosley, Dr. Oscar A. Rogers, Dr.
Leslie Burl McLemore, Dr. Bettye Ward Fletcher, Dr. Lula S.
Collier, and Dr. Dorris Robinson-Gardner.

Providing leadership for these efforts were the members of the
graduate faculty.  In 1960, seven held membership in the
graduate faculty, today over 173 professors are members of the
graduate faculty. Members of the graduate faculty are experienced
professors and have published research and scholarly work in the
appropriate reviewed literature.  Graduate faculty recruit, advise,
teach, conduct research, direct and serve on supervisory

committees for students working toward post- baccalaureate
degrees, and serve on the Graduate Council.

The efforts of the Graduate Faculty enabled the growth of
graduate education:
- the program began with 26 aspiring school principals
- by 1960 the graduate program consisted of 99 students
- for the Fall 2003 semester, 1,523 students were enrolled

Today graduate students comprise approximately 20% of the
student body.  Included in the graduate student body are students
from Mississippi, virtually every state in the U.S., and
approximately 39 nations.  The graduate student body is
significantly diverse, with approximately 20% of the students
being other race. 

The reward of the Graduate Faculty for their dedicated efforts was
reflected on a May evening of 1957 when Dr. Blanks was able to
say, “I hereby present to you the candidates for the degree -
Master of Science in Education”.

Since that day, Jackson State University has earned the
designation “doctoral- research intensive university” offering 10
doctoral degrees: business, chemistry, clinical psychology, early
childhood education, educational administration, environmental
science,  public administration, social work, urban & regional
planning and urban higher education; five specialist in education
degrees, and thirty seven master’s degrees ranging from
accounting to urban & regional planning.

During the last academic year the Division of Graduate Studies
awarded 278 masters’, 19 specialist, and 26 doctoral degrees
comprising approximately 30% of the graduating class.  To earn
their diploma, graduate degree holders from Jackson State
University have demonstrated to the Graduate Faculty that they
have obtained through intelligence, scholarship, industry and
personal qualities, the high level of professional and academic
competence expected of a person holding the degree sought.

From humble beginnings in 1954, the Division of Graduate
Studies has evolved into a modern learning institution.  The
Division of Graduate Studies offers today’s graduate students: a
high quality graduate education, a world-renown faculty, the
opportunity to collaborate with Nobel Laureates, experiences at
doctoral extensive universities, mentorship programs, Cyber
Orientation,  doctoral dissertation fellowships, graduate clubs and
organizations, professional development activities, and
competitive graduate support.  

This evening, let us give thanks to those who have gone before
us, uplift the spirits of those who are here with us, and become
torchbearers for those who will follow us.

“Occasion” from the 50th Anniversary Banquet.



Spring 2004
Dissertations

Doctor of Philosophy

Business
Sheree M. Corkern
“An Examination of the Influence of the AICPA Webtrust Seal
on Purchase Intentions of E-Commerce Shoppers”
Advisor: Dr. Q. Booker

Donatus A. Okhomina
“An Empirical Investigation of Sociological Influences on the
Relationships Between Psychological Traits and Entrepreneurial
Orientations: An Assessment of Used Car Entrepreneurs”
Advisor: Dr. J. R. Smith

Clinical Psychology
Shawanda Anderson
“Predicting Chronic Juvenile Offender Recidivism using the
MMPI-A”  Advisor: Dr. Kaye Sly

Ruth E. Graves
“Psychophysiological Assessment of Stigma Towards Mental
Illness”  Advisor: Dr. Jeffrey Cassissi

Jimmie B. Shaw, Jr.
“Effects and Acceptability of Stage-Match Mail-and Telephone
Mediated Messages to Maintain Exercises Behavior in Older
Persons”  Advisor: Dr. Patricia Dubbert

Monica Sutton
“Assessment of Older Driver Abilities: Predicting Change in
Functioning” Advisors: Dr. Judy O’Jile and Dr. Jeffrey Cassisi

Educational Administration
Rubye Funches
“Teachers’ Perceptions of Secondary School Principals’
Administrative Behaviors in Selected Mississippi School
Districts” Advisor: Dr. Carrine Bishop

Hazel S. Gardner
“Teachers’ Perceptions of Principals’ Transformational
Leadership Behavior in a Selected School District in
Mississippi” Advisor: Dr. Carrine Bishop

Marvin Jeter, III
“An Exploration of Leadership Behaviors That Impact Teacher
Motivation” Advisor: Dr. Donna Lander

Shuntina L. Johnson
“Leadership Characteristics and School Violence: Do Leadership
Characteristics of School Principals Relate to Incidents of
School Violence?” Advisor: Dr. Carrine Bishop

Josephine Kelly
“Relationship Between Principals’ Personality Type and
Teachers’ Job Satisfaction in a Selected School District”
Advisor: Dr. Carrine Bishop

Vershun L. McClain
“A Discriminant Analysis of Technology Integration in High
Schools in Mississippi” Advisor: Dr. Carrine Bishop

LeRoy R. Pope
“Instructional Practices Used by High School Teachers in
Jackson, Mississippi” Advisor: Dr. Donna Lander

Environmental Science
Ketia L. Shumaker
“Heavy Metal Uptake; Translocation, and Bioaccumulation
Studies of Three Potential Phytoaccumulators in Contaminated
Dredged Materials” Advisor: Dr. Greg Begonia

Teresa Washington
“The Cellular and Molecular Mechanisms of Iprodioine Toxicity
in Human Liver Carcinoma (HEPG2) Cells”
Advisor: Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou

Public Administration
Wimon Hoyming
“Riverboat Casino Gaming in Mississippi: An Interrupted Time
Series Analysis of its Impact on Crime and Implication for
Policy Development” Advisor: Dr. L. Frances Liddell

Jackie L. Williams
“A Study of a Community Development Corporation in
Partnership with an Historically Black College and University: A
Case Study of The West Jackson Community Development
Corporation” Advisor: Dr. Curtina Moreland-Young

Social Work
 Brian Anderson
“Middle School Students’ Self-Reported Level of School
Violence and Its Relationship to Self-Esteem, Aggression and
Family Structure” Advisor: Dr. Safiya R. Omari

Patricia G. Walls
“Multiculturally Competent Practice: Are BSW Students
Adequately Prepared?” Advisor: Dr. Alan A. Bougere

Patricia A. Wilkerson
“Predictors of Life Satisfaction in Elderly African Americans”
Advisor: Dr. Susie Spence

Urban and Regional Planning
Joan M. Wesley
“Environmental Justice and Public Participation: An
Examination of Public Involvement and Environmental
Permitting of Municipal Solid Waste Landfills in Mississippi
1977 

Mississippi Academy of Sciences
Annual Meeting - 2004

- 2002” Advisor: Dr. William M. Harris



SPRING 2004
GRADUATES

Tracy L. Ellis , Master of Public Policy and
Administration.  Ms. Ellis plans to obtain a
managerial position in human resource
administration.  Within the next five years, she
would like to become a director of human
resources.

Kevin McLin, Master of Science in
Education in Technology Education.  Mr.
McLin is employed by Lockheed Martin in
the Washington, DC area.  He plans to
pursue a doctoral degree at Howard
University.

Donatus A. Okhomina , Ph.D. in Business. Dr. Okhomina
is currently an Assistant Professor of
Management at Alabama State University. 
He advises, “It is never too late to dream big”.
His daughter, Efe Okhomina, M.S. in
Community Counseling, will also graduate at
the Spring 2004
Commencement.  She is
employed at the University
Medical Center in the

Children’s Psychiatric Unit.  Her future plans
include pursuing a doctoral degree in
counseling psychology and opening a
residential counseling center for troubled
youths.

Rachel Hendricks, Master of Social Work.
Ms. Hendricks plans to serve as a licensed
social worker for the Hinds County
Department of Human Services. 

Jodi A. Fields , (Ph.D.
in Public Administration).  Dr. Fields is
employed by the Arkansas Department of
Education as a Data Manager for Special
Education.

Jason O. Hunter, M. A. in Urban and
Regional Planning.  Mr. Hunter is currently
employed by the City of Jackson as an
Associate Planner in the Department of

Planning and Development.

Beaulah Kondur, M.S. in Computer Science. 
Ms. Kondur is currently employed as a Training
Coordinator for the Office of Information
Management at JSU.

Alison Sherman, Master of Science in
Environmental Science. Ms. Sherman is
employed by the Mississippi Museum of
Natural Sciences in Jackson as a Field
Verification Specialist.

Kavara Dixon, Master of Science in
Biology.  Mr. Dixon has been admitted to the
doctoral degree program incancer biology at
the University of Massachusetts - Amherst.  

His father, Cedric Dixon,
Ph.D. in Educational
Administration, also received
his degree at the Spring 2004 Commencement. 
Dr. Dixon is a guidance counselor at Greenville-
Weston High School.

Marvin H. Jeter, III, Ph.D. in Educational
Administration.  Mr. Jeter is currently seeking
employment for a K-12 Central Office
administrative position.

Jesse Primer, III, Master of Music
Education.  Mr. Primer is employed as a
musician.

Master of Science, Communicative Disorders

(left to right) Melissa Simmons, Kristie Croom,
Malinda Watson, Reed Bridges, Tamla Allan and
Telecia Sparkman.

Master of Social Work Program

(left to right) Kimberly Grissom, Shanna Davis,
Christa Pittman, Katy Chappelear & Dwarath Tyler.



The Mu Chapter of Alpha Epsilon Lambda was founded at
Jackson State University on November 16, 1994 with the
specific objective of recognizing the academic and leadership
accomplishments of graduate students.  The mission of the Mu
Chapter of Alpha Epsilon Lambda is to:

- Confer distinction for high achievement
- Promote leadership development
- Promote scholarship and encourage intellectual development
- Enrich the intellectual environment of graduate education
- Encourage high standards of ethical behavior.

School of Business Awards Banquet

The 21 st Annual Awards Banquet was held April 7.  This event
recognized the outstanding accomplishments of the students,
faculty, staff and administrators during the academic year.  

Most Outstanding Graduate Awards were presented to:
Eugene Kishini , Master of Business Administration, 

Katie Gilmore and Jieru Jian, Master of Professional
Accountancy.  

Koffi Dodor was honored as the Most Outstanding Ph.D.
Student in Business Administration.  The speaker for the evening
was the Reverend Al Sharpton.

Dr.  Glenda Glover is the Dean of the College of Business,
and  Dr.  Jean-Claude Assad, Director of the doctoral
program in Business Administration.

The Mu Chapter inducted one hundred forty one graduate students
on April 8.  Ms. Donetta McCullum, Chapter President,
welcomed the inductees and guests.  The Occasion for the event
was delivered by Ms. Sarah Foote, Coordinator of Graduate
Student Support. Dr. Ronald Mason, Jr., President of
Jackson State University, was speaker for the ceremony. 

Phi Kappa Phi Induction

The Jackson State University Chapter of Phi Kappa Phi held its
induction ceremony of April 19, 2004.  A total of 71 new
members were inducted by the Chapter. The Honor Society of
Phi Kappa Phi is dedicated to the recognition and promotion of
academic excellence in all disciplines of higher education. The
graduate students inducted were:

Ms. Leah Bolian- Master of Social Work
Mr. Kavara Dixon: Master of Science - Biology
Ms. Rochelle Hunter: Master of Science - Biology
Ms. Mironda Johnson:  Master of Science - Communicative

Disorders
Ms. Shuntina Johnson: Doctoral - Educational

Administration
Ms. Efe’ Okhomina: Master of Science -Guidance and

Counseling
Ms. Kara Washington: Master of Music Education
Mr. Juan Zepada: Master of Science - Mass Communication

Dr. Dorris R. Robinson-Gardner, Dean of the Division of
Graduate Studies and Professor of Education, was also inducted in
recognition of her contribution to the promotion of academic
excellence.



Alliance for Graduate Education in Mississippi News

Jackson State University

Winter 
Scholar

Symposium 
2004

The 2004 AGEM Winter Scholar Symposium was held
January 22-24 at The University of Mississippi.  The
fifty eight JSU representatives were made up of
undergraduate and graduate students, faculty and
administrators.  Representatives from the AGEM
partners, University of Mississippi, University of
Southern Mississippi, and Mississippi State
University, and from Alcorn State University,
Mississippi Valley State University, Delta State
University, Tennessee State University, Dilliard
University, Mississippi University for Women,
Tougaloo College and the University of Mississippi
Medical Center also attended.

The theme of the symposium was “Discovering
Research Experiences in Areas of Math and Science”.
Mr. Terrance Wright, (below) a doctoral student in
environmental science, served as the presiding officer
for the opening session on Friday. “The Three Doctors
Foundation” gave a presentation
during this session.  Dr.
Sampson Davis, Dr.
Rameck Hunt and Dr.
George Jenkins discussed
their lives in Newark and their
struggles to overcome hardships
on their path to completing
medical degrees. More
information on their foundation
can be found at:

www.threedoctorsfoundation.org

Dr. Roosevelt Johnson (above), Program Director
for the Alliances for Graduate Education and the
Professoriate (AGEP) Program through the National
Science Foundation, was the speaker at the opening
session.  He discussed opportunities for under-
represented minorities in seeking advanced degrees.  
 
Saturday morning began with a keynote address by
Dr. Norman Neurieter, Former Advisor for
Science and Technology for the United States
Secretary of State.  His speech highlighted the
flexibility in career options for a student with the
doctoral degree.

The Symposium Closing Awards Luncheon featured a
keynote address by Dr. Derrick C. Tabor,
Program Director in the Minority Biomedical Research
Support Division of the National Institute of General
Medical Science. Dr. Tabor shared with the assembly
his experiences in earning his doctoral degree in
chemistry, his career in industry and his eventually
becoming a program officer.



Presentations by JSU students.........

Agriculture, Biology, Ecology, Entomology, 
Environmental Science, Geology and Exercise Science.

Anthony Schwartz (Senior, Biology) “Regulation of
Virulence Factors in Staphylococcus aureaus: lusS and
SA856”

Ketia Shumaker (Doctoral, Environmental Science) “Heavy
Metal Uptake, Translocation, and Bioaccumulation Studies
of Sesbania Exaltata Growth in Contaminated Dredged
Material”

Chemistry, Biochemistry, Computational Chemistry, 
Medicinal Chemistry, and Pharmacy Areas

(left to right)   Dr. William Person (Director of Graduate Studies at
Mississippi State and co-PI of AGEM), Dr. Jerry Farley (session
judge, UMMC), Dr. Troy Stewart (session judge, Alcorn) and session
presenters from JSU: Reeshemah Allen, Charity Mosley, Teri
Robinson, Tomekia Simeon and Demarco Reed.

Demarcio L. Reed (Junior, Chemistry) “The Reaction of
Substituted Pyrans and Benzopyran on the Excited Singlet
State Potential Surface”

Tomekia M. Simeon  (Ph.D., Chemistry) “Van der Waals
Interactions of 1st and 2nd Row Atoms sp2 Carbon
Hybridized Systems”

Charity Mosley  (Ph.D., Chemistry) “Light-induced
Cytotoxicity and Genotoxicity of 3’,3’-Diclorobenzidine on
Human Skin JKT T-cells”

Teri L. Robinson (Ph.D., Chemistry) “Theoretical Study  of
Dyhydrogen Bonded Complexes [X3CH....HLi; X = H, F,

Cl]
Reeshemah Allen (Ph.D., Chemistry) “Theoretical Study of

the Properties and Structure of Uric Acid”

Bioengineering, Chemical, Electrical, Mechanical, 
Industrial and Aerospace Engineering

Whitney Austin  (Senior, Computer Science) “Development
of a Laser Based Non-Contact Machine for the Inspection
of Surface Profiles”

Mathematics, Computer Science, and 
Physics and Atmospheric Science

Teresa Ramsey and Earlene Thompson (Juniors,
Computer Science) “ Improving Visualization with a Tiled
Wall Display”

Gregory Richard (Junior, Computer Science) “Human
Computer Interaction in Geospatial Decision Support
Systems”

Award winning presentations were given by:
First: Ketia Shumaker (above left) and 

Charity Mosley (above right)
Second: Anthony Schwartz and Reeshemah Allen
Third: Teri L Robinson , Whitney Austin , and Teresa

Ramsey and Earlene Thompson

Student participants had the opportunity of attending at least four
of twelve concurrent sessions on topics including:
“Seven Habits of Highly Effective People”
“Achieving Your Highest Priorities”
“Play Defense: Defending Dissertation & Passing Oral Comps”
“Tips on Proposal Writing”
“Scientific Writing: A Short Course”

The afternoon session “ About Available Fellowships” moderated
by Dr. Dorris R. Robinson-Gardner was the most

attended session and featured Ms. Saundra Johnson,
Executive Director of the GEM Consortium, Dr. Glake Hill
(Ph.D. Chemistry, 2003) Presidential Post-doctoral Fellow at the
University of California at Berkeley, Dr. Robert Belle,
SREB-AGEP Doctoral Scholar’s Program and Dr. John Mohr
(below), Associate Dean of the Graduate School at the University
of California at Santa Barbara.

JSU and UC-Santa Barbara are cooperating is
a program to broaden the intellectual networks
of JSU graduate students and the faculty at
UCS

A Recruitment Fair
spotlighted over 25 graduate
programs and funding
agencies.  Mr. Curtis Gore
(left) greets a prospective
student.


