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 The Graduate Faculty 
 
The Graduate Faculty consists of the President, 
Vice President for Academic Affairs, the 
academic deans and those members of the general 
faculty who, by their scholarly attainments in their 
own fields of specialization have demonstrated 
their competence to offer graduate instruction. 
  
The purpose and functions of the Graduate 
Faculty, within limits established by the Board of 
Trustees, are to offer graduate courses, supervise 
thesis and dissertation research, and advise the 
Graduate Council and the Graduate Dean on the 
establishment of policies relating to graduate 
education.  The major advisory functions of the 
Graduate Faculty are carried on by committees 
appointed by the Graduate Dean.  Appointment to 
the Graduate Faculty is made by the Vice 
President for Academic Affairs. 
 
Graduate Faculty   
may teach graduate courses, supervise and serve 
on supervisory committees for students working 
toward post-baccalaureate degrees, vote on 
nominations for the Graduate Council and serve 
on the Graduate Council. Full members of the 
graduate faculty possess terminal degrees in their 
area of instruction or  have achieved  equivalent 
recognition through their research achievements.   
 
Associate Graduate Faculty  
may teach graduate courses, supervise masters' 
theses, co-supervise doctoral dissertations, serve 
on supervisory committees for students working 
toward post-baccalaureate degrees, and vote on 
nominations for the Graduate Council. Associate 
members of the graduate faculty have completed 
their terminal degrees and demonstrated expertise 
in teaching and research in the area of instruction. 
 
Adjunct Graduate Faculty  
may teach graduate courses and co-supervise and 
serve on supervisory committees for students 
working toward post-baccalaureate degrees. 
Adjunct members of the graduate faculty are 
temporary, part-time professors, possessed of 
proven competence and appropriate credentials, 
who are appointed to meet the University's  needs 
in their area of expertise. 



College of Business  
Anyamele, Okechukwu (1996) Associate Professor of 
Economics, B.S., Alabama A & M University; M.B.A., Morgan 
State University; Ph.D., Howard University. 
Assad, Jean Claude (1991) Associate Professor of Economics, 
Director of Doctoral Program. M. A., PhD., Howard University. 
Booker, Quinton (1981) Professor and Chair of Accounting, 
B.S., M.P.A., D.B.A., Mississippi State University. 
Bsat, Mohammed Z.  (1999) Associate Professor of 
Management; B.S., American University of Beruit; M.B.A., 
Western Illinois University; Ph.D., University of Mississippi. 
Chong, Hyongsong. (2001) Assistant Professor of Management 
Information Systems; B.S. Yeungnam University; M.A., Ph.D., 
North Texas State University. 
Daniels, Bobbie (2011) Assistant Professor of Accounting, B.S., 
Mississippi State University; M.P.A., Ph.D., Jackson State 
University. 
Didia, Dal O.  (1997) Associate Professor of Economics, B.B.A., 
M.B.A., East Tennessee State University, M.S., Alabama A & M 
University, Ph.D., State University of New York. 
Ezeala-Harris, Fidel (2002) Professor of Business, Ph.D. 
University of Manitoba. 
Freeman, Patricia (1999) Associate Professor of Economics, 
B.S.,  Spellman College; M.A., University of Kansas; Ph.D., 
Louisiana State University. 
Fuller, Phillip (1986) Associate Professor of Finance and 
General Business, B.B.A., M.B.A., West Georgia College, 
D.B.A., Mississippi State University. 
Gao, Hongman (2008) Assistant Professor of Marketing and 
Management, B.A., Renmin University; M.A., Graduate School 
of People’s Bank of China; M.A., M.S., Ph.D., University of 
Mississippi. 
Glover, Glenda (1994) Associate Professor of Accounting and 
Dean of the College of Business, B.S., Tennessee State 
University; M.B.A., Atlanta University; Ph.D., George 
Washington University.  
Granger, Maury (2002) Interim Chair and Associate Professor 
of Economics, Ph.D., University of Kentucky. 
Grass-Fulgham, Gail (1989)  Professor of Economics, B.A., 
Alcorn University; M.A., Ph.D.  Howard University. 
Grayson, Michael (2001) Assistant Professor of Accounting, 
B.S.B.A., Drexel University; M.B.A., Boston Univeristy; 
M.Acc., Florida State University; D.B.A., Louisiana Tech 
University. 
Gupta, Rameshwar  (1967) Associate Professor of Accounting, 
BA., Jain College, India; LL.B. Punjab University Law College, 
India; M.B.A., University of Mississippi; Ph.D., University of 
Arkansas.  
Hairston, Robert P., Jr. (1999) Assistant Professor of General 
Business, B.S.,  St.  Francis College; J.D., Antioch School of 
Law.  
Hill, Cecil (2011) Associate Professor of Accounting, B.S., 
M.P.A., Ph.D. Jackson Staste University. 
Jackson, Jane (2003) Instructor of Business, B.A., Shaw 
University; J.D., Vanderbilt University. 
Mosley, Alisa (1998) Assistant Professor of Management, B.S., 
M.B.A., Florida A & M University; Ph.D., University of 
Nebraska. 
Nix, Wayne (2011) Assistant Professor of Accounting, B.S. 
University of Southern, Mississippi; J.D., Mississippi College; 

M. Tax., Georgia State University; D.B.A., Mississippi State 
University. 
Perkins, Samuel (2006) Assistant Professor of Marketing and 
Management.  B.S., M.B.A., Ed.S., and Ed.D. Jackson State 
University. 
Posey, Della (2007) Associate Professor of Entrepreneurship and 
Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, B.S., M.S., 
Mississippi University for Women, Ph.D., Mississippi State 
University.  
Price, Gregory (2006) Professor of Economics, B.A., 
Morehouse College; M.A., Ph.D., University of Wisconsin. 
Rana, Dharam (1980) Professor of Management, B.S., Punjab 
University; M.S., Delhi University; Ph.D., University of Georgia. 
Russell, Richard (1997) Assistant Professor of Accounting, 
B.S., M.B.A, Jackson State University; J.D., University of Iowa  
Smith, James R.  (1970) Professor of Marketing and Chair of 
the Department of Marketing and Management, B.S., Savannah 
State College; M.B.A., Atlanta University D.B.A., University of 
Tennessee.  
Stammerjohan, Elizabeth (2004) Assistant Professor, 
Management and Marketing. B.S.A, Ph.D., Mississippi State 
University 
Swaidan, Ziad (2000) Assistant Professor of Marketing, B.S., 
Middle East Technical University; M.A., West Texas A&M 
University; Ph.D., University of Mississippi. 
White, Mary  (1971) Associate Professor and Chair, Department 
of Entrepreneurship;  B.S., Alcorn State University; M.B.E., 
Jackson State University; Ed.D., Northern Illinois University. 
Yu, Geungu (1992) Associate Professor of Finance, B.A., 
Chungang University; B.S., Findlay College; M.A., University of 
Cincinnati; D.B.A., Mississippi State University. 

 
 College of Education and  Human Development 

Arnold, Ronica (2006) Assistant Professor of Counseling, B.A., 
Tougaloo  College; M. S.,  Jackson State University; Ph.D., 
Mississippi State University. 
Bishop, Carrine (1977)  Chair and Associate Professor of 
Educational Leadership, B.S., Ed.S., Jackson State University; 
M.S., Loyala University; Ph.D., University of Mississippi. 
Brown, Loria C. (2006) Assistant Professor of Education, B.S., 
M.S., Ph.D., Jackson State University 
Brown, Walter (2006) Associate Professor of Educational 
Leadership, B.S., Morgan State University; M.B.A., Atlanta 
University; Ed.D., George Washington University. 
Buchanan, Debra (1995) Assistant Professor of Education, 
B.A., Mississippi Valley State University; M.A., University of 
Northern Iowa; Ph.D., Oklahoma State University. 
Channel, Linda (2000) Associate Professor, Department of 
Elementary and Early Childhood Education, B.S., Jackson State 
University; M.S., Mississippi College; Ed.D., Jackson State 
University. 
Crockett, Walter (1971) Associate Professor,  Department of 
Counseling and Human Resources, B.S., Tuskegee University; 
M.A.E., Ball State University; Ph.D., The Ohio State University. 
Davidson, Stephanie (2008) Assistant Professor of Elementary 
Education, B.S., M.S., Mississippi  Valley State University; 
Ed.S., Ph.D., Mississippi State University. 
Farish, Jean (1987) Professor and Chair, Department of School, 
Community and Rehabilitation Counseling. B.A., Tougaloo 
College; M.S.Ed., Jackson State University; Ph.D., Southern 
Illinois University. 



Fish, Buddy (2004) Assistant Professor of Elementary and Early 
Childhood Education, B.S.Ed., M.S.Ed., University of Florida; 
Ed.D., Jackson State University.  
Franklin, Jacquelyn (1976) Professor of Social Science 
Education, B.S., Xavier University; M.A., North Eastern Illinois 
University; Ph.D., Purdue University. 
Fults-McMurtery, Regina (2005) Associate Professor of 
Counseling; Ph.D., Mississippi State University. 
Gaye, Zachariah (2001) Associate Professor of Educational 
Foundations and Leadership, B.S., Lipscomb University; M.S., 
Ed.S., Middle Tennessee State; Ed.D., Tennessee State 
University. 
Gentry, LaVerne (1994) Assistant Professor of Educational 
Administration, B .S., M.S., Ph.D., Jackson State University. 
Gentry, Rueben (1972) Professor of Special Education, B.S., 
Jackson State University; M.A., Atlanta University; Ed.D., 
University of Florida. 
Giles, Frank (1991)  Professor of Rehabilitation and 
Coordinator of Rehabilitation Training Program, B.S., Troy State 
University; M.S., Auburn University; Ph.D., University of 
Wisconsin/Madison. 
Giles, Gloria   (1991) Professor of Counseling, B.A.; Southwest 
Texas State; M.A., University of Texas; Ed.D., Texas Tech 
University. 
Graves, Bettye (2005) Assistant Professor of Educational 
Administration and Assistant Vice President for Enrollment 
Management. B.A., Millsaps College; M.B.A., Ph.D., Jackson 
State University. 
Harris, Tracy(2008) Associate Professor of Elementary and 
Early Childhood Education, B.B.A., Ed.D. Jackson State 
University; M.P.A., University of Alabama at Birmingham. 
Jianjun, Yin (1999) Associate Professor of Elementary and 
Early Childhood Education, B.A., Yangzhou University; M.Ed., 
University of Alaska-Fairbanks; Ph.D., Mississippi State 
University. 
Johnson, Gladys (1988)  Associate Professor of Special 
Education, B.S., M.S., Ed.D., Jackson State University. 
Johnson, Lakitta (2008)  Assistant Professor of Counseling, 
B.A., Tougaloo College; M.S., Jackson State University; Ph.D., 
Loyola University. 
Kincaid, Evornia (2010) Assistant Professor of Elementary 
Education, B.S.B.E, University of Arkansas; M.S., University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater; M.S., Ed.D., Cardinal Stritch University. 
Lackey, Tracy (2010) Assistant Professor of Special Education, 
B.S., Tennessee State University; M.S.Ed,  Jackson State 
University; Ph.D., University of Wisconsin.  
Latkier, Tony (2007) Assistant Professor of Early Childhood 
Education, B.A. , Tougaloo College; M.S., Ph.D., Oklahoma 
State University.. 
Leggette, Evelyn  (1973) Professor of Reading and Dean of 
Undergraduate Studies, B.A., Rust College; M.S., University of 
Southern Mississippi; Ph.D., Southern Illinois University. 
Lewis, Rannie  (1992) Associate Professor of Guidance and 
Counseling, BA. Texas Southern University; M.A., Ball State 
University; Ph.D., University of Georgia. 
Maddirala, James (2000) Associate Professor of Educational 
Leadership, Associate Provost and Associate Vice President of 
Academic Affairs, B.A., Andhra University; M.A., University of 
Madras; M.S., Ph.D., University of Oregon.  

McLaurin, Sidney (1995) Associate Professor of Educational 
Leadership, B.S., Wilberforce University; M.A., Ohio State; 
Ph.D., University of Southern Mississippi. 
McClinton, Jeton (2008) Assistant Professor of Educational 
Leadership, B.Sc., Washington State University; M.Ed., George 
Washington University; Ph.D., Mississippi State University. 
Mills-Jones, Johnnie (1987) Professor of Curriculum and 
Instruction and Dean of Continuing Education.  B.S.; Florida A 
& M; M.Ed., University of Miami; Ph.D. , Florida State 
University. 
Ngwudike, Benjamin (2003) Associate Professor of Education 
Administration, B.S., Alvan Ikoku College; M.S.Ed, Ph.D., 
Jackson State University. 
Okojie, Felix (1990) Professor of Education and Health 
Sciences and Vice President for Research and Federal 
Relations, B. S., Auchi Polytechnic, Nigeria; M.P.H., 
Jackson State University; M.A., Ed.D., Atlanta University. 
Otieno, Tabitha (1995) Professor of Social Science, B.S, 
Nairobi University; M.A., Ph.D., Ohio University. 
Porter, Dion (2002) Associate Professor, Department of School, 
Community and Rehabilitation Counseling, B.A., M.S., Jackson 
State University; Ph.D., Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale. 
Renick, James (2002) Senior Executive Assistant to the 
President, B.A., Central State University; M.S.W., University of 
Kansas; Ph.D., Florida State University. 
Robinson-Gardner, Dorris R. (1997).  Professor of Higher 
Education and Dean of the Division of Graduate Studies.  B. S. 
Arkansas Baptist College, M.S.E., Ouachita Baptist University, 
Ph. D. University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. 
Sanders, Lou Helen (1974) Professor of Education, Department 
of Educational Leadership, B.A., Ed.S., Jackson State University; 
A.M.L.S., The University of Michigan; Ph.D., University of 
Pittsburgh. 
Smith, Ingrad (2010) Associate Professor of Education, B.A, 
M.S., Florida International University; Ph.D., Jackson State 
University. 
Taylor, Vivian (1984) Professor of Education;  B.A., M.A., 
Jackson State University; Ed.D., University of Cincinnati. 
Turner, M. Yvette  (2008)  Assistant Professor of Educational 
Leadership, B.S., Mississippi College; M.S.Ed., Ph.D., Jackson 
State University.   
Walker, Ronald (2002) Associate Professor of Educational 
Administration, B.A., Millsaps College; M.A., Mississippi State 
University; Ph.D., University of Southern Mississippi. 
Warner, Neari (2007)  Visiting Professor of Higher Education, 
B.S., Grambling State University; M.A., Atlanta University; 
Ph.D., Louisiana State University. 
Washington, Rodney (2002)  Chair and Assistant Professor of 
Elementary and Early Childhood Education, B.S., Mississippi 
Valley State University; M.A., Ph.D. Jackson State University. 
Watkins, Daniel (2003)  Associate Professor of Educational 
Leadership and Dean, College of Education, B.S., M.S, Ed.S., 
Ph.D., Jackson State University. 
Wiggins, Ruby  (1978) Chair and Associate Professor of Special 
Education, B.S., M.S., Jackson State University; Ph.D., Southern 
Illinois University. 
Wilson, Locord (1998) Associate Professor of Educational 
Technology, B.S.  Jackson State University; M.L.S., Atlanta 
University; Ph.D., Walden University of Minnesota. 



Windfield, Glenda (1990) Assistant Professor of Special 
Education; B.M.Ed., M.M.Ed, Ed. S., Jackson State University; 
Ed.D., University of Southern Mississippi. 
Wright-Phillips, JoAnn (2006) Assistant Professor of 
Elementary Education, B.S, M.S.Ed, Ph.D. Jackson State 
University. 
Yazdani, Nanolla (2005) Assistant Professor of Counseling, 
B.S. National University of Tehran; M.S.Ed, Ph.D., Mississippi 
State University  
Yeboah, Alberta (1997) Professor of Social Science; B.A., 
University of Science and Technology, Kumasi, Ghana; M.A., 
Ph.D., Ohio University. 
Yin, Jianjun (1999) Associate Professor of Elementary and 
Early Childhood Education, B.A., Yangzhou University; M.Ed., 
University of Alaska-Fairbanks; Ph.D., Mississippi State 
University. 

 
College of Liberal Arts 

Al-Fadhli, Hussain (2005) Associate Professor of Sociology. 
B.A., Kuwait University, M.P.H., Jackson State University; 
M.S., Ph.D., Mississippi State University. 
Aworuwa, Olorundare (1991) Associate Professor and Interim 
Chair of Mass Communication. B.Sc., M.B.A., Roosevelt 
University; M.A., Ph.D.,  Michigan State University.  
Banks, Pamela (1988) Associate Professor of Psychology, B.S., 
Antioch College; M S.W. MA, Ph.D., University of Southern 
Mississippi. 
Berhhardt, Mark (2009) Assistant Professor of History, B. A., 
University of California, Berkeley; M.A., California State 
University, Sacramento; Ph.D., University of  California, 
Riverside. 
Blaine, Robert (2009)  Associate Professor of Music, B.M., 
Indiana Univeristy;  M.M., Catholic University;  and D.M.A., 
Eastman. 
Bishop, Darcie (1988) Interim Chair and Associate Professor of 
Music. B.M., M.M., Julliard School; Ph.D., University of 
Mississippi. 
Brockley, Janice (2009) Associate Professor of History, B.A., 
University of Oregon; Ph.D., Rutgers. 
Calhoun, Thomas (2007) Interim Associate Dean and Professor 
of Criminal Justice and Sociology.  B.A., Texas Wesleyan 
College; M.A., Texas Tech University; Ph.D., University of 
Kentucky. 
Chamberlain, Jean (1999) Associate Professor and Chair of 
English, B.A., Tougaloo College; M.A. University of Dayton; 
Ed.D., Mississippi State University. 
Chiles, Richard (1991) Associate Professor and Interim Chair, 
Clinical Psychology, B.S., Owosso College; M.S.,  University of 
North Dakota; Ph.D.; Northwestern University. 
Chukwuma, Helen (2004) Professor of English, B.A., 
University of Nigeria; M.A., University of California-Los 
Angeles; Ph.D., University of Birmingham. 
Daniels, Patsy (2004) Professor of English, B.A., M.A, 
University of Nebraska; Ph.D., Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania. 
Davis, Dernoral (1978) Associate Professor and Chair of 
History and Philosophy, B.A., Jackson State University; MA, 
Ph.D., State University of New York-Binghamton. 
Davis, Melvin (2002)  Professor of Psychology, B. A., Oakwood 
College; M.A., Ph.D., University of South Carolina. 

Deardorff, Michelle D., (2003)   Professor of Political Science, 
B.A., Taylor University; M.A., Ph.D., Miami University of Ohio. 
Ginn, Doris O.  (1969) Associate Professor of English, B.S.. 
Jackson State University; M.A.T., Georgetown University; 
Ph.D., State University of New York at Buffalo. 
Griffin, Johnnie (2009) Assistant Professor of Sociology,  
B.A., University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, M.S., University of 
Wisconsin-Menomie, M.A., American University; Ph.D., 
Howard University. 
Harvey, Maria Louisa A.  (1970) Professor of Modern 
Languages  and Dean of Honors College, B.A., M.A., University 
of Texas at El Paso; Ph.D., University of Arizona. 
Kersen, Thomas (2008)  Assistant Professor of Sociology,; 
B.A., Arkansas Technical University; M.S., University of Central 
Arkansas; Ph.D., Mississippi State University. 
Lott, William (2005) Assistant Professor of Psychology, B.A., 
Millsaps College; M.S., Ph.D., University of Southern 
Mississippi. 
Luckett, Robert (2009)  Assistant Professor of History and 
Director , Margaret Walker Alexander Research Center, B.A., 
Yale University; Ph.D., University of Georgia. 
McDaniels, Preselfannie (2000) Assistant Professor of English, 
B.A., Jackson State University; M.A., Mississippi College; 
Ph.D., Louisiana State University. 
McLemore, Leslie B.  (1970) Interim President and  Professor of 
Political Science, B.A., Rust College; M.A., Atlanta University; 
Ph.D., University of Massachusetts. 
McLeod, Stephen (2003) Assistant Professor of English, B.A., 
University of West Florida, M.A., Vanderbilt University; Ed.D., 
Nova Southeastern University 
McNeal, CoSandra (1997)  Professor of Sociology. BA., Lane 
College; M.A., Jackson State University; Ph.D., University of 
Nebraska 
Moreland, Cheryl (2008)  Assistant Professor of Psychology,  
B. A., Tougaloo College; M.S., Ph.D., University of Southern 
Mississippi. 
Morgan, Etta F. (2004) Associate Professor of Sociology and 
Interim Chair, B.A., M.A., M.S., Ph.D., University of Alabama.  
Morgan, Wanda (1993) Assistant Professor of English, B.A., 
M.A.., Jackson State University;  Ph.D., Ohio State University.   
Neasman, Everett (2010) Assistant Professor of English, B.A., 
University of South Florida; M.A., University of Northern Iowa; 
Ph.D., University of Southern Illinois. 
Nwagboso, Emmanuel (1993) Associate Professor of Political 
Science, B.A., M.P.P.A, Jackson State University; Ph.D., Clark-
Atlanta University. 
O'Banner-Jackson, Marie (1977) Assistant Professor of 
English and Associate Dean, University College, B.S., M.AT., 
Jackson State University; Ph.D., Southern Illinois University. 
Orey, Bryon (2008) Professor and Chair, Department of 
Political Science; B.S., Mississippi Valley State University; 
M.P.A., University of Mississippi; M.A., SUNY-Stoney Brook; 
Ph.D., University of New Orleans. 
Owens-Sabir, Mahasin C. (2000) Associate Professor of 
Sociology. B.S., M.A., Jackson State University; Ph.D., 
Mississippi State University. 
Park, Hyung (2009) Assistant Professor of Political 
Science, B.A., Korea University, M.S., M.A., Iowa State 
University; Ph.D., Purdue University. 
Pate, Debra Sue (2006) Associate Professor of Psychology.  
B. A., Yale University; Ph.D., University of California at 



San Diego. 
Pizzetta, Candis W. (2003) Assistant Professor of English, 
B.A., University of Arkansas; M.A., Mississippi College; Ph.D., 
Baylor University. 
Robinson, Dollye M. E.  (1952) Professor of Music and Dean, 
College of Liberal Arts, B.S., Jackson State University; M.Mus., 
Ph.D., Northwestern University.. 
Sly, Kaye (1999) Associate Professor of Psychology, B. A., 
Tougaloo College; M.A., Ph.D., Southern Illinois University. 
Smith-Spears, RaShell(2008) Associate Professor of English, 
B.A., Spelman College; M.A., M.F.A., University of Memphis; 
Ph.D., University of Missouri-Columbus. 
Thomas, Russell (1984)  Professor of Music and Director of Jazz 
Ensembles, B.M.E., Jackson State University; M.M.E., Michigan 
State University; Ph.D., University of Utah. 
Ware, David (2009) Associate Professor of Music, B.M., 
University of Wyoming; M.M., Eastman College Business; D.M, 
Florida State University. 
Williams, Bryam (2005) Assistant Professor Psychology , B.A., 
Southern University, M.A., Mississippi College; Ph.D., Jackson 
State University. 
Williams-Anderson, Shawanda (2009) Assistant Professor of 
Psychology, B.A., Dillard University; M.S., Northwestern State 
University; Ph.D., Jackson State University. 

 
College of Public Service 

Arthur, Chris (2006) Professor of Environmental Health 
Education and Promotion, B.A., Dilliard University; M.P.H., 
Jackson State University; M.A., Ph.D., Ohio State University. 
Azevedo, Mario (2006) Interim Dean, College of Public 
Services, Chair and Professor of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
B.A., Catholic University; M.A., American University; M.P.H., 
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill; Ph.D., Duke 
University. 
Bennett, Russell (2006) Associate Professor of Health Policy 
and Management.  B.S., M.S., University of Southern 
Mississippi;  M.P.H., Ph.D., Jackson State University. 
Bhuiyan, Azad  (2008) Assistant Professor, Department of 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics,  M.D. Sir Salimullah Medical 
College, Dhaka University, M.P.H.. Ph.D. Tulane University., 
Brown, David (2008) ) Assistant Professor of Behavioral and 
Environmental Health, B.A., University of Redlands, M.A., 
Ed.D, Columbia University. 
Burton, Otha (1991)  Associate Dean, School of Policy and 
Planning; Chair and Associate Professor, Department of Urban 
and Regional Planning, B.A., M.A.T., Jackson State University; 
Ph.D., Mississippi State University. 
Cannon-Smith, Gerri (2004) Associate Professor of Behavioral 
and Environmental Health, B.S., Howard University; M.P.H., 
University of California-Berkeley; M.D, University of 
Mississippi Medical Center. 
Choudhury, Khashruzzaman (2009) Associate Professor of 
Public Policy and Administration, B.A., University of Dhaka, 
M.P.A., Harvard University; Ph.D., Syracuse University. 
Chestang, Leon W. (2011) Professor and Interim Associate 
Dean, School of Social Work, A.B., Blackburn College;  
M.S.W., Washington Univeristy; Ph.D., University of Chicago. 
Curtis, Christopher (2009) Assistant Professor of Social Work, 
B.S. Jackson State University, M.S.W, Ph.D., Tulane University. 

Johnson, Barbara (2006) Assistant Professor of Health Policy, 
B.S.N., M.S.N, University of Mississippi Medical Center; Ph.D. 
Georgia State University. 
Kumar, Mukesh (2005) Associate Professor of Urban and 
Regional Planning, B.A., M.A., Delhi University; M.P.H., 
University of Northern Iowa; Ph.D., Cleveland State University. 
Lawrence, Shonda (2003) Assistant Professor of Social Work.  
B.S., Western Illinois University; M.S., Chicago State 
University; M.S.W., Ph.D., University of Illinois-Chicago. 
Lawson, Laurie (2011) Assistant Professor of Social Work, 
B.S.W., Mississippi College; M.S.W., University of Southern 
Mississippi; Ph.D., Tulane University. 
Leggett, Sophia S.  (2000) Associate Professor of Public Health. 
B.S., Ph.D., Jackson State University; M.P.H., University of 
Alabama.  
Merem, Edmund (2003) Professor of Urban and Regional 
Planning, B.A., M.E.S.,York University; M.A., Pontifical Latern 
University ; Ph.D. Jackson State University. 
Newkirk, Brandi (2010) Assistant Professor of Communicative 
Disorders, B.A., Michigan State University; M.A., Western 
Michigan University; Ph.D., Louisiana State University. 
Nwagwu, Emeka (1987)  Interim Associate Dean, School of 
Health Sciences, Professor, Chair of the Department of Health 
Policy and Management and Interim Chair, Department of 
Communicative Disorders, B.A, McGill University;  M.P.A., 
Pennsylvania State University; Ph.D., Virginia Tech. 
Odunsi, Bennett (1989) Associate Professor of Political 
Science, B.A., University of Illinois; M.P.A., Illinois Institute of 
Technology; Ph.D. Southern Illinois University. 
Osby, Olga (2003) Associate Professor of Social Work, B.S., 
M.S.W, D.S.W., Howard University. 
Omari, Safiya (1999) Associate Professor of Social Work, B.A., 
Louisiana State University; M.S., California State University-Los 
Angeles; Ph.D., Northeastern University. 
Perkins, Issac (1999)   Professor of Public Health, B.S., 
Tougaloo College; M.S., M.P.H., M.D., Harvard University. 
Radford, Nola (2005) Professor of Communicative Disorders, 
B.A., University of Arkansas, M.S., University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences; Ph.D., Memphis State University.  
Santos, Evandro (2008) Assistant Professor of Urban and 
Regional Planning, B.S., Pontific Catholic University; M.S., 
University of Brasilia; Ph.D., University of San Paolo. 
Shahbazi, Mohammed (1999) Professor and Chair of 
Behavioral and Environmental Health M.S., National 
University; M.P.H., University of California-Los Angeles; 
M.A., Ph.D., Washington University. 
Spence, Susie A. (1998)  Professor and Ph.D. Program Director, 
School of Social Work, B.A., Florida A&M University; M.S.W, 
M.P.H, University of Pittsburgh, Ph.D., Florida State University  
Wesley, Joan (2007) Assistant Professor of Urban and Regional 
Planning, B.A., Benedict College; M.A., Ph.D., Jackson State 
University. 
Whaley, Arthur (2010) Professor, Department of Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics, A.B. Princeton University; M.S., Ph.D, Rutgers 
University; M.P.H., Dr.P.H. Columbia University. 
 

College of Science, Engineering, and Technology 
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Univeristy of Cairo; M.S., University of Essex; Ph.D., Colorado 
State University. 
Eldek, Abdelnassar (2006) Associate Professor of Computer 
Engineering, B.S., Zagazig University; M.S., Technical 
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of Notre Dame. 
Patlolla, Anita (2004) Assistant Professor of Biology,  B.S., 
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Chemistry, B.S., M.S., Ph.D., Venkateswawa University College. 
Wang, Feng (2007) - Assistant Professor of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, B.S.,  University of 
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