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The Hamer Institute’s “New” Administrative Assistant

Ms. Latosha A. Garrett is the new Administrative Assistant at the Fannie Lou Hamer In-
stitute. She has been with us since January 2008. Although Ms. Garrett has only been with
us a couple of months, she has been with Jackson State University since 2006. Ms. Garrett
transferred from the College of Science, Engineering and Technology Biology Department
under the Bridges to the Baccalaureate Degree Program directed by Dr. Joseph A. Cameron.
Ms. Garrett is originally from Warrensville Heights, Ohio. Before coming to Jackson State
University, Ms. Garrett was employed as a Paralegal in the Law Offices of Miller and Hamer
and the Law Offices of Dockins, Turnage and Banks. She has worked in the paralegal profes-
sion for more than six years.

Although Ms. Garrett loves working in the paralegal field, she greatly enjoys working for
the Hamer Institute under Dr. Leslie Burl McLemore, the Director of the Hamer Institute
and Professor of Political Science. She has learned so much in the last couple of months
dealing with civil rights, social justice and active citizenship. Before she began working for
the Hamer Institute, she had no idea of the struggles and impact Fannie Lou Hamer and so
many other great persons had on the Civil Rights Movement. To Ms. Garrett, working for
the Hamer Institute is truly an honor and a great learning experience. She can share with
others about the history of the civil rights movement, the lives of activists/leaders and what
they overcame to move America forward in its pursuit of democracy for all citizens.

Ms. Latosha A. Garrett,
Administrative Assistant

Ms. Garrett is currently working hard to coordinate the “Landmarks of American Democ-
racy: From Freedom Summer to the Memphis Sanitation Workers’ Strike” workshops to be
held this June on the campuses of Jackson State University and Rhodes College in Memphis,

Tennessee. Please refer to our website for information concerning the program:
www.jsums.edu/hamer.institute

or contact us at
hamer.institute@jsums.edu or (601) 979-1561.
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Call for Proposals—“Women are in the House: Interdisciplinary

Explorations of Social Justice Movements”

The Hamer Institute is seeking proposals for presentations to be made at the 25th Annual
Fannie Lou Hamer Memorial Symposium Lecture Series to be held October 2-3, 2008 at
Jackson State University in Jackson, Mississippi. We are looking for presenters who will
address elements of the relationship between women and social justice movements. Papers
might focus on the unique contributions of individual women, current inequities under
systemic challenge, limitations of particular political approaches, or the impact of specific
movements. In particular, we are interested in scholarship examining the intersection be-
tween women and the Civil Rights Movement, economic justice, fair employment, environ-
mental rights, educational equality, and other social justice movements.

All disciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives are welcome. While the emphasis of this
symposium is on the United States, comparative analyses of different countries or social
justice movements would be particularly welcome.

If interested, please send a brief one-page proposal describing the research and a biography
of the author(s) by June 15 to:

Michelle D. Deardorft, Associate Professor
Department of Political Science

Hamer Institute

Jackson State University

PO Box 18420

Jackson, MS 39217
michelle.d.deardorff@jsums.edu
601.979.2822

The 25th Annual Fannie Lou Hamer Memorial Symposium Lecture Series is co-sponsored

by the Political Science Department and the Fannie Lou Hamer National Institute on Citi-
zenship and Democracy.
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Support the Hamer Institute: Sponsor a Student

This issue’s cover story spotlights the one-week workshop we are conducting
this summer for middle- and high-school students. As our grant funding for
2008 has turned out to be less than anticipated, we are asking for your help.

We are committed to provide each of the 20 student participants in the summer
workshop with a stipend of $100. This is roughly equivalent to the amount of
income they will forfeit from a summer job during the week of the workshop.
We need to raise a total of $2,000 to fully fund this aspect of the program. Oth-
er program expenses (honoraria for oral history panelists, lunches, materials,
and field trip travel) will be funded by The Hamer Institute. Faculty honoraria
have been cut in order to ensure that the program can be conducted at our
usual level of quality.

If you have previously attended or provided financial support for our programs,
please consider making a donation. Many teachers and students who have at-
tended our events in the past have described them as “life-changing events,”
and we typically receive over 100 applications from students eager to partici-
pate in this summer’s program. Clearly, the workshop will be filled to capacity.

If you are able to help, please make checks payable to “The Hamer Institute/
Jackson State University” and mail to The Hamer Institute, Jackson State Uni-
versity, Box 17081, 1400 John R. Lynch Street, Jackson, MS 39217. All donations
are tax-deductible and are used entirely to conduct our educational programs.
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THE HAMER INSTITUTE IS:

Leslie B. McLemore, Ph.D.
Department of Political Science
Jackson State University

Michelle D. Deardorff, Ph.D.
Department of Political Science
Jackson State University

Jeffrey Kolnick, Ph.D.
Department of History
Southwest Minnesota State Univ.

Latosha A. Garrett
Administrative Assistant

Tyrone C. Hendrix
Graduate Research Assistant

www.jsums.edu/hamer.institute

hamer.institute@jsums.edu
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