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Jo an Ro b inso n is  p ro vo st o f
Mo rg an State  Unive rs ity and

the  chair o f the  HBCU-
Brazil ian All iance .

HBCUs Increase International Presence by Hosting 1,000
Brazilian Students

by Cherise Lesesne In order to support the partnership between the United
States and Brazil, ref erred to as the Joint Action Plan to Eliminate Racial and
Ethnic Discrimination (JAPER), the Brazilian government has agreed to send
approximately 1,000 students to several of  the nation’s historically Black
colleges and universit ies. As a result, selected HBCUs are preparing ef f orts to
accommodate an average of  30 to 50 students to be admitted into each selected
school f or the 2013 f all semester.

Brazil, a country that shares a similar historical past to the United States as a
hub f or transported Af rican slaves, relies heavily on af f irmative action within the
education system. Facing many of  the same social and economic disparit ies that
minorit ies in the United States endure, the Brazilian government established the
JAPER agreement in 2008 to init iate an interagency that would share resources
between commercial, economic and educational ef f orts. Along with the JAPER
agreement was the f ormation of  the HBCU-Brazilian alliance, which recognized the social and economic
challenges f or Af ro-Brazilian students.

HBCU-Brazilian Alliance Chair Joan Robinson attributed the barriers of  Af ro-Brazilian students to the
af termath of  Brazil’s slavery, which prevented many of  their people of  Af rican descent f rom attaining higher
education. With the history of  HBCUs as a marking point that eliminated the educational gap f or Af rican
Americans, the HBCU-Brazilian Alliance attempted to assist Af ro-Brazilians in recovering f rom paralleled
injustices.

“[Brazilians] are looking to see what we have done. We [Af rican-Americans] have done a lot af ter the Civil War.
So, we want to make sure that many of  the Af ro-Brazilians, while also the descendants of  slaves, will get an
opportunity to go to college,” Robinson explained.

In honoring the alliance during the annual “Brazil-U.S. Partnership f or the 21st Century” conf erence last April,
Brazilian President Dilma Roussef f  discussed President Barack Obama’s goal of  sending 100,000 Brazilian
students to schools around the world. Particularly interested in strengthening STEM education f or Brazilian
students, Roussef f  agreed to send 50,000 to American institutions and 1,000 students to HBCUs. Signed with
a memorandum of  understanding, this new agreement would promote f urther discussion around collaborative
projects, interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research.

Since Brazil hosts the largest number of  people of  Af rican descent in the entire Western Hemisphere, it
seemed most logical to send a great portion of  Af ro-Brazilian students to experience HBCUs, where the
presence of  Af rican descendants tops all other American institutions, according to Meldon Hollis, associate
director of  the White House Init iative on HBCUs.

“It is a win-win situation,” said Hollis.

Hollis f urther explained, “[Brazilians] are interested in being involved with and learning f rom the experience that
Af rican-Americans have had in this country in terms of  negotiating issues with inequality on an educational and
national level. Thus, there’s got to be a two-way road between Brazil and the Af rican-American community in
the country.”
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With the help of  f ederal agencies like the Institute f or International Education (IIE), the HBCU-Brazilian Alliance
has already approved 34 schools to participate in the Brazilian student exchange. Of  those 34 schools, the
most prominent institutions that accepted the students were Howard University, Morgan State University, North
Carolina A&T University, Jackson State University, Southern State University and Dillard University. While many
other HBCUs were included in the exchange, the af orementioned schools were among the f irst wave to submit
proper documentation in order to be included. Not only were the selected HBCUs the f irst to respond to the
init iative, but they also were schools that, according to the Brazilian government, exhibited strong STEM
programs and other academic programs that accommodated the needs of  international students.

While the goal still sits at 1,000 Brazilian students to be sent to HBCUs, the reality is likely to change as many
educational barriers have surf aced, deterring the init ial goal. In agreeing to send Brazilian students, the
Brazilian government agency CAPES, which supports and plans the init iative, created stipulations surrounding
the eligibility of  such participating HBCUs. The main prerequisite was that HBCUs must have a strong English
as a Second Language (ESL) program that could accommodate the large percentage of  Af ro-Brazilian students
that were soon to be entering the campuses.

“In taking a particular interest in Af ro-Brazilian students, it presents the same kinds of  problems you’d run into
if  people f rom outside of  the country requested Af rican American students, which is that many of  them come
f rom an urban public school systems, and theref ore, it is a lot less likely that they will bring substantial English
language training,” Hollis said.

According to Hollis, the language barrier f or many of  the Af ro-Brazilian students will begin to hinder the number
of  students able to come to American institutions. As a result, the HBCU-Brazilian Alliance has allotted the f irst
wave of  students to be used as a test run f or the init iative. Students who will need extensive training in the
English language will be instructed to arrive at their designated HBCU in June to begin 90 days of  preparation
bef ore the f all semester begins. Af ter identif ying the number of  students requiring additional education
assistance, the Brazilian government will reconf igure the amount of  f unding allocated to the program to f urther
support a larger wave of  students f or the upcoming years.

CAPES is still accepting applications f rom many of  Brazil’s most competit ive students. Once applications are
submitted, CAPES sends all of  the students’ documentations to the Institute f or International Education, which
evaluates the transcripts in order to recommend a suitable academic curriculum f or Brazilian students during
their t ime at a designated HBCU campus. Since Brazil’s school system is marked dif f erently in its t ime f rame
where Brazilian students attend school f or a longer period than American students, the evaluation dif f ers per
student.

As students arrive to HBCUs, the Brazilian government will send monetary assistance f or each student,
covering all expenses with tuit ion, room and board and any supplemental living expenses. Af ter all paperwork is
submitted and reviewed, the f inal decision and placements will be announced in March, allowing students to
prepare f or the upcoming f all semester.

Semantic Tags: Historically Black Colleges & Universit ies � Students

Related art icles

Veteran Out-of -State Tuition Row Intensif ies

Perspectives: Teacher Quality is Key to Student Success

Tech Savvy HBCUs Keeping Pace With Innovation, Others Lag

Congress Expected to Focus on Education in 2010

http://diverseeducation.com/article/tag/Historically-Black-Colleges-&-Universities/
http://diverseeducation.com/article/tag/Students/
http://diverseeducation.com/article/49068
http://diverseeducation.com/article/14845
http://diverseeducation.com/article/13652
http://diverseeducation.com/article/13302


WASHINGTON UPDATE : 2010 CAPITOL HILL OUTLOOK: MORE ATTENTION TO EDUCATION

Taking Full Advantage Of  Funding Opportunit ies

Perspectives: Taking Full Advantage of  Funding Opportunit ies

Study: Public HBCUs Are Not Funded Equitably Compared to Traditionally White Institutions

http://diverseeducation.com/article/13476
http://diverseeducation.com/article/11587
http://diverseeducation.com/article/11562
http://diverseeducation.com/article/10593

	HBCUs Increase International Presence by Hosting 1,000 Brazilian Students
	Related articles


