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The Purposes of this
Workshop



PURPOSES

IMPROVE STUDENT LEARNING

Clear Expectation of Students

 Responsibilities of Faculty

SYLLABI CONSTRUCTION

 
ADDRESS SACS GUIDELINES

MOVE THE UNIVERSITY FORWARD
TOGETHER



CLEAR EXPECTATIONS
FOR STUDENTS



STUDENTS WILL KNOW
HOW THEY WILL BE

EVALUATED
SPECIFICALLY



LEARNING OUTCOMES
WILL BE CLEARLY

ARTICULATED



SYLLABI
CONSTRUCTION

WHAT TO INCLUDE AND WHAT
NOT TO INCLUDE



USE OF UNIVERSITY
TEMPLATE IS
MANDATORY

SEE JSU WEBSITE/ACADEMIC
AFFAIRS FOR SPECIFICS



ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION IS

OPTIONAL
EXAMPLES INCLUDE: MAKEUP

POLICIES, LATE PAPERS,
UNEXCUSED ABSENCES, ETC.



DUAL LISTED COURSES

• If you are teaching an Undergraduate/
graduate level course the expectations
should be different. In other words, the
graduate level course should have
different objectives and learning
outcomes. Objectives and outcomes
should be CLEAR,CONCISE, AND
measurable. The key point is that content
for both courses should reflect RIGOR!



ALIGN OUTCOMES WITH
COURSE CONTENT AND

ASSESSMENTS
• LEARNING OUTCOMES MUST BE

INDICATED IN SPECIFIC PORTIONS OF
THE SYLLABI. FOR EXAMPLE, IF A
LEARNING OUTCOME IS TO
DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE OF
CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES
THEN YOU MUST INDICATE IN THE
SYLLABI WHERE YOU WILL EVALUATE
THE STUDENT ON THIS OUTCOME



GRADING

• GRADING POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES MUST BE CLEAR

• BE SPECIFIC AS TO WHAT
CONSTITUTES A PARTICULAR GRADE.
“A= 90 AND ABOVE” IS INSUFFICIENT.
THE STUDENT MUST KNOW EXACTLY
WHAT CONSTITUTES AWARDING OF
AN “A” GRADE, “B” GRADE, ETC.



ASSESSMENT RUBRIC

• Your syllabi should inform the student of
what constitutes a particular grade. What
does receiving an “A,” mean or a “B,” etc.
mean? Clarity is important.





ADDRESS SACS
GUIDELINES

• In order to be in compliance with our
accrediting agency (i.e. Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools),
MUST be able to demonstrate that our
students are learning what we expect of
them.

• If we can demonstrate what our students
should know and illustrate that they know
or don’t it with hard data this will assist us
with assessment.



• With these assessment data the data can
be used to inform curriculum revisions, if
necessary.

• The rubric identified above is ONLY one
example of how students can be
evaluated. Obviously, what is contained in
the rubric is determined by the individual
instructor.



• Remember each learning outcome MUST
be identified specifically within the syllabi.
For example if you are covering Margaret
Walker Alexander, James Baldwin, and E.
Lynn Harris during the first three weeks of
class and have an exam scheduled for
week 4 covering these authors indicate it
in the syllabi.



• An additional comment regarding syllabi
• References should be up-to-date and

should contain correct information. This
NOT only applies to the additional
references at the end of the syllabi but
also under the section “Required
Textbook(s).”



MOVE THE UNIVERSITY
FORWARD TOGETHER

• Questions & Answers


