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Biography/History:

Melvene Lavon Coney was born on February 7, 1950 to Mr. and Mrs. Eddie
Coney. Melvene was the second of six children... Melvene received her high school
diploma from the Holy Child Jesus Catholic School in Canton, Mississippi in May 1967.
Immediately upon graduation, Melvene received her Bachelor of Arts degree in
Sociology at Jackson State University in August 1971. She then relocated to Washington,
D.C. and found employment with the United States Department of Labor and the World
Bank.

Melvene obtained her Master of Arts degree in Social Science in May 1976. After
graduation Melvene began working with the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission (EEOC) in Jackson, Mississippi. Melvene’s commitment to excellence is
not limited to her academics and her career as she has participated and currently
participates in various community service projects. One of her most noted acts of



community service was when she assisted in the construction of a home for a
disadvantaged family. This was made possible through Habitat for Humanity and her
sorority, Delta Sigma Theta, Inc.

In 1983, she was nominated and deemed the Outstanding Young Woman of the Year in
1983. Before that year she received a commendation from Columbus Ohio, which was
presented by the Black Caucus of Columbus, Ohio. In 1984 she was diagnosed with
colon cancer. She underwent lengthy chemotherapy treatments, prayed and kept faith that
God would bring her through this trying and very challenging period in her life, and when
able, she resumed doing what she did best; striving for excellence and helping others.
Melvene continued chemotherapy treatments until the necessity for such decreased and
then halted. Her health then stagnated into a fair condition until June 1999. From 1984 —
1999, Ms. Coney received many accolades, awards, nominations, and commendations for
her work through various organizations within her community.

Kirk Fordice, the governor of the State of Mississippi from 1993-2000, appointed
Melvene as the commissioner of the Veterans Memorial Stadium. She then was
nominated and chosen as the Jackson State University Alumnus of the Year in 1992,
Immediately preceding this commendation, Ms. Coney was elected as the National
President of the Jackson State University National Alumni Association, Inc. where she
served diligently from July 1, 1992 — June 30, 1996. Throughout her tenure at such post,
Melvene Coney never allowed her potentially terminal ailment to get the best of her. She
received the Mary McLeod Bethune Award given by the National Council of Negro
Women. She received keys to the cities of Gulfport, Mississippi and Memphis,
Tennessee. Melvene also received the EEOC Special Commendation of Outstanding
Performance for the years of 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, and 1995. She was bestowed
with a commendation by the city of Jackson, Mississippi for her achievements as
President of the Jackson State University National Alumni Association. Further, Melvene
received an award titled “Notable Accomplishments in the Profession and Society for
Jackson State University” (1997-1998). Her accomplishments do not stop there as she is a
past member of the Jackson Challengers, International Training in Communication group,
and the former President of the Metro Section of the National Council of Negro Women.

Just when everything seemed to be going well for Melvene, from the health and career
perspectives, she was hit with yet another health dilemma as she was diagnosed with
ovarian cancer in June 1999. Nevertheless, Melvene continued to live her life to the
fullest and maintained a sense of self-respect, dignity, and compassion that every
individual, who knew her, envied or desired to obtain. She continued to dedicate a
substantial amount of her time to the community through her memberships in various
organizations.

She underwent chemotherapy treatments from June 1999 — May 2000 and focused on her
health. Immediately proceeding this period, Melvene was appointed the Interim Director
for Alumni Affairs and Development at Jackson State University. She maintained this
position from June 2000 — February 2001 at which time she was appointed Special
Activities Coordinator in Alumni Affairs at JSU. She currently serves in this capacity.



February of 2001 was not only a time of triumph for her newly appointed position, but it
was also a trying time as this is the month in which Melvene was informed that her colon
cancer was in remission.

She was the assistant secretary of the state board of directors for the National Council of
Negro Women, an active, life member and recording secretary of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc., an active member of New Hope Baptist Church, and a member of the
board for the Margaret Walker Alexander Research Center. She died August 9, 2003
after a long bout with cancer.
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