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I.  Introduction 
 
 Census data plays an essential role in not only tracking demographics and social 
characteristics, but also in emergency management and disaster preparedness planning. It is used 
to determine where schools, hospitals, businesses, and other developments will be located, and 
how grants and other federal funds are distributed. Census data is also used in the process of 
apportionment, or dividing the 435 seats in the U.S. House of Representatives among the states 
based on population. As such, access to census data is critical tool for planners, managers, 
elected officials, social scientists, and other public administrators. 
 This document is a supplement to the Census Data training workshop hosted by the JSU 
Department of Urban and Regional Planning on June 1, 2021. It is designed to list resources, and 
give step-by-step instructions on accessing data, and other census-related information for 
research purposes. It is intended to help facilitate access and usage of census data across multiple 
platforms.  
 
 
II.  Major Areas of Interest Available on Census Bureau Website:    
      https://www.census.gov/ 
 
(a)  Data – The main website for the U.S. Census Bureau contains tables and other datasets 
including (but not limited to) the following topics: Age and Sex, Business and Economy, 
Congressional Apportionment, Education, Employment, Families and Living Arrangements, 
Geography, Health, Housing, Income and Poverty, Population Estimates,  
Race, and Voting and Registration. 
 
(b) Publications/Reports – Articles and reports by census experts; these publications can be used 
as secondary data sources, in literature reviews, or to inspire and guide research around census 
topics and emerging issues. (https://www.census.gov/library/publications.html) 
 
(c) Infographics & Visualizations – Maps, charts, and graphs of census data; these can be used in 
the same manner as publications, and also to underscore the significance of data findings through 
visual depictions. (https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations.html) 
 
(d) Training Videos/”Data Gems” – Videos, online course modules, and webinar links designed 
to provide self-directed training resources for census data users; the training videos (called “Data 
Gems”) offer instruction on numerous functions and can be browsed by topic or by date. There is 
also an option to contact the Census Bureau directly a request data training from a representative. 
(https://www.census.gov/data/academy.html) 
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III.  Basic Data Search Tools 
 
(a) QuickFacts – https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045219 
 

 
 
(b) Census Reporter – https://censusreporter.org/ 
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(c) Census Main Data Portal/“Explore Census Data” – https://data.census.gov/cedsci/ 
 

 
 
IV. Other Helpful (More Advanced) Data Search Tools 
 
(a) Census Business Builder – https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html 
 

 
 



 5 

(b) Household Pulse Survey – https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/hhp/#/ 
 

 
 
(c) My Congressional District – https://www.census.gov/mycd/ 
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(d) COVID-19 Data Hub – https://covid19.census.gov/ 
 

 
 
(e) Interactive Mapping Tools –  
      https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/data/interactive-maps.html 
 

 
 
 



 7 

V. Examples of Locating Basic Data Profiles by Geography or Topic 
 

o QuickFacts 
Example: Locate data table/profile for the city of Jackson, MS 

⇒ Step 1: Go to census.gov and click the tab labeled “Access Local 
Data” (see picture below; you can also directly Google ‘QuickFacts’) 

⇒ Step 2: In the search window, begin typing ‘Jackson’ until your 
chosen geography (in this case, ‘Jackson city, Mississippi’) appears in 
the drop-down selections; once it appears, use cursor or arrow keys to 
select it  

⇒ Step 3: Screen will refresh with data table for Jackson, MS added 
⇒ Use the ‘More’ tab (far right) to export tables to Excel, or to print or 

email tables 
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o Census Reporter 
Example: Locate Housing data for Hinds County, MS 

⇒ Step 1: Go to https://censusreporter.org/ and type ‘Hinds county’ into 
the search bar labeled ‘Profile’; select ‘Hinds County, MS’ from the 
drop-down selections 

⇒ Step 2: Scroll down the Profile page for Hinds County until the 
‘Housing’ topic is seen in the left-hand column of table (see picture 
below) 
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o Census Main Data Portal/“Explore Census Data” 
Example: Locate Income information for African-Americans in Pearl, MS 

⇒ Step 1: Go to census.gov and hover over tab labeled ‘Explore Data.’ 
Choose ‘Data Tools and Apps’ and scroll down to find and select data 
tool called ‘Explore Census Data’ (you can also go directly to 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/) 

⇒ Step 2: Click ‘Advanced Search’ (underneath main search bar) to add 
filters 

⇒  Step 2: Under the two search bars is a column labeled ‘Browse 
Filters’ – click ‘Browse Filters,’ then click ‘Topic’ in the middle 
column, and select ‘Income and Poverty’ in the far right column 

⇒ Step 3: Go back to the ‘Topics’ column and select ‘Race and 
Ethnicity,’ and then select ‘Black or African-American’ in the proper 
column, followed by ‘Black or African American alone’ in the far 
right column 

⇒ Step 4: Go back to the “Browse Filters” column and select ‘Place’ 
under Geography filters 

⇒ Step 5: Select Mississippi under the column for states, and then select 
‘Pearl city, Mississippi’ under the new far right column 

⇒ Step 6: Go to the bottom right of the page and click the ‘Search’ 
button 

⇒ Step 7: Select the desired or most relevant table from the list onscreen 
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VI. Other Helpful Tips & Resources 
 
QuickFacts 
 
You can add multiple geographies by entering new locations in the Search bar after a table for a 
specific place has been created; click the small red ‘X’ to remove them. 
 
 
Census Reporter 
 
You can use https://censusreporter.org/locate to determine geographic census information 
about an address (see screen capture below for an example); this information then can be used to 
conduct Advanced Searches at data.census.gov. 
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Census Main Data Portal/“Explore Census Data” 
 

• Once you have created your data table, use the ‘Customize Table’ button (upper right) to 
do any of the following: 
o Change column size or hide columns 
o Change filters 
o Download or print tables, or export data to Excel 
o Create map visualizations of data tables 

• To save and re-use searches, add filters and then save the URL (web address) either as a 
bookmark in your Internet browser, or by copying and pasting into a separate document 
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TigerWeb – https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerweb/ 
 
This site can be used to find geographic census information about a specific residential address; 
this information then can be used to conduct Advanced Searches at data.census.gov. 
Example: Determine what census tract the address of 2300 Jackson Street, Gary, IN falls 
within 

⇒ Step 1: Go to https://tigerweb.geo.census.gov/tigerweb/ and enter the address into the 
search bar in the top right position on the screen; click the magnifying glass and select the 
matching address from the drop-down selection (see screen capture below) 

⇒ Step 2: Click the tab at the top left labeled ‘Layers’ to choose which areas you want 
defined; in this example, select ‘Census Tract and Block’ 

⇒ Step 3: Use the ‘Legend’ tab to identify boundary lines, then determine which area your 
address/data point falls within – CT is ‘Census Tract’ and BG is ‘Block Group’ 
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Missouri Census Data Center website – 
https://mcdc.missouri.edu/applications/geocorr2018.html 
 
This site can be used to compare and determine overlap between geographical areas.  
 
Example: Determine which census tracts are within Attala County, MS 

⇒ Step 1: Go to https://mcdc.missouri.edu/applications/geocorr2018.html, select 
‘Mississippi’ as the state to process, then select ‘County’ as the Source geography, and 
‘Census Tract’ as the Target geography 

⇒ Step 2: Scroll down and click the button labeled ‘Run Request’ – it will take a few 
moments for the request to process; when the next screen opens, you can choose whether 
to open the file as a .CSV file (Excel) or an .HTML file (webpage).  
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⇒ Step 3: If using the .CSV file, Column B will contain the census tract numbers for each 
county (the .HTML file will display in a more clearly defined table); Column E will 
contain the allocation factor, or percentage of that county within that Census tract 
(NOTE: in Excel values, a value of 1 = 100; so a value of .15 = 15%) 

⇒ For this example, it is determined that census tracts 601 – 606 are within Attala County 
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Additional Resources for More Information 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Mississippi Urban Research Center 
Census Information Center (CIC) at 
Jackson State University 
101 W. Capitol Street, 5th Floor 
Jackson, MS 39201 
Ph: 601.979.1400 
Email: murc@jsums.edu 
 
 
 
 

 

State Data Center of Mississippi 
State Data Center (SDC) at Ole Miss 
537 Lamar Hall 
University, MS 38677 
Ph: 662.915.7295 
Email: cps@olemiss.edu 
 
 
 

 

U.S. Census Bureau 
Atlanta Regional Office 
101 Marietta Street, NW, Suite 3200 
Atlanta, GA 30303-2700 
Ph: 404.730.3832 or 800.424.6974 
Email: atlanta.regional.office@census.gov 
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