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 In 2020, violent crimes in Jackson, Mississippi increased including the frequency of homicides 

involving guns (FBI, 2023). There has often been speculation regarding whether Pawn shops (defined 

as businesses that temporarily loan money on things of value) contribute to violent or property crimes. 

The data below explores the issue by comparing (by each city ward) the percentage of total Jackson 

homicides (LeMasters, 2021), and the percentage of Jackson pawn shops (Google, 2023).  

 

Comparison of Jackson Homicides Rates and Pawn Shop Locations (2021)* 

 
* NOTE:  A preliminary search of Pawn Shops operating in Wards 1 & 2 did not produce any findings. 

 

 In examining the above chart, at first glance there appears to be a close relationship between the 

percentage of homicides and the percentage of pawn shops in Jackson by city wards. However, any 

such relationship is only speculation without additional research accurately exploring any possible 

linkage. There are likely many more factors significantly contributing to the actual number of 

homicides in Jackson beyond the total number and location of pawn shops.  
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