
 

PAB PUBLIC INFORMATION, FALL 2022 - 2023 
 
The Planning Accreditation Board requires this information be posted for the Masters in Urban & 

Regional Planning program at Jackson State University, Jackson Mississippi. 

 

 

2022-2023 Tuition and Fees 

In State Residents, per full-time academic year $8,439.00 (See 
details below) 

Out of State Residents, per full-time academic year $8,439.00 (See 
details below) 

 
Jackson State University Tuition and Fees Sheet Academic Year 2022-2023 ( Fall, Spring, Summer):  
https://www.jsums.edu/finance/files/2022/06/FY-22-23-Fees-Sheet.pdf 
 

Student Retention Rate 

Percentage of students who began studies in fall 2021 and continued into fall 2022 95% 

 
Student Graduation Rate 

Percentage of students graduating within 4 years, entering class of 2018 99% 

 
Number of Degrees Awarded 

Number of degrees awarded for 2021-2022 Academic Year 4 

 
AICP Certification 

tŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !L/t ŜȄŀƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 3 years who pass, 
graduating class of 2018 

0% 

 
Employment 

Percentage of all graduates obtaining professional planning, planning-related, or other 
positions within 12 months of graduation, graduating class of 2021 

99% 

 
  

https://www.jsums.edu/finance/files/2022/06/FY-22-23-Fees-Sheet.pdf


 

DEPARTMENT OF URBAN & 

REGIONAL PLANNING 
SPOTLIGHTING DURP & STUDENT 

ACHIEVEMENT 
 
Welcome to the Department of Urban & Regional Planning (DCRP) at Jackson  
State University, located in historic Jackson, the capital of Mississippi. Jackson is 
known for true southern hospitality and nationally recognized institutions of 
higher learning.  
 

V DURP graduates are trained to be knowledgeable, 
skilled and equity conscious practitioners, 
researchers, scholars, and decision-makers. 
 

V DURP graduates are intellectually and technically 
equipped to confront sustainable development 
opportunities and challenges facing society in this 
century and beyond!   

¶  
 

V DURP is the only urban and regional 
planning institution in the state of 
Mississippi and is one of four 
HBCUõs in the nation offering 
accredited Urban Planning 
programs. 

 
V DURPõs premier, student-centered 

programs fosters engagement and 
empowerment as we diversify the 
field of Planning.  

 
V DURP students specialize in:  

 Community Development & 
Housing  

 Environment & Land Use  
 Urban Design 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our mission: 

Our mission: 

¶ student-centered teaching and learning! 

¶ empowerment of our people and communities 

¶ equity and justice for all! 

¶ building healthy, livable, and resilient societies! 



 

 

  

Berneece S. Herbert, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor & Chair 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Å Urban Structure & Sustainability  
Å Food Security & Under -

resourced Communities 
Å Climate Change & Energy Justice 

Joan M. Wesley, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 

Å Community Development & Housing 

Å Stakeholder Participation & Community Engagement 

Å Social Equity & Environmental Justice 

Talya Thomas, Ph.D.  

Associate Professor 

Å Community/Economic Development & 

Housing  

Å Environmental & Public Policy 

Å Food Security  

Meet Our Full-time Faculty Members, 2022 - 2023 

Edmund Merem, Ph.D.  

Professor 

Å Global Cities & International Development 

Å Climate Change, Environment & Land Use, 

food security, hydro-politics, energy 

resources, growth management, comp 

planning, forensic environmental ethics 

Moe Chowdhury, Ph.D., AICP  

Visiting Assistant Professor 

Å Urban Studies 

Å Transportation Planning 

Å Human Geography 

Firas Al-Douri, Ph.D.  

Associate Professor 

Å Urban Design 

Å Architectural Computing 

Å Parametric Urban Modeling 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herbert, B. Vulnerability & Resiliency Dimensions of MTS Infrastructure in the Deep South. American 
Planning Association AL/MS Chapter Conference, October 2022 

Stewart, LΦ tǳōƭƛŎ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ±ǎΦ .ǳŘƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ /h±L5Υ !ƴ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aŜǘǊƻǇƭŀƴΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ tƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ 
Outreach During the Height of COVID on a Reduced Budget, American Planning Association AL/MS 
Chapter Conference, October 2022 

 

  

AL/MS APA Conference 

From left to right (front): Dr. Herbert, Dr. 
Thomas & Satara Patrick (MA student) 

From left to right (back): LaKesha Stewart, 
(PhD student), Christina Berry (Alumnae) & 
Lady Kassama (ALAPA representative) 



 

JSU RESEARCH ENGAGEMENT WEEK: RESEARCH (POSTER) PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Analysis of Climate Change Issues In Marylandôs 

Southern Region. E C. Merem1, Y Twumasi2, J 

Wesley1, M Crisler1, D Olagbegi1, G Hirse1, J 

Offiah1, P Isokpehi1, Mo Alsarari1 and Z Emakpor4  
1Department of Urban and Regional Planning, 
3PPAD, and 4Environmental Science, Jackson State 

University, Jackson, MS 39211, U.S.A. 
2 Department of Urban Forestry and Natural 

Resources, Southern University, Baton Rouge, LA 

70813, U.S.A 

 

 

 

 

The Exposure to Carcinogens in Southeast Texas: 

An Evaluation of Hazardous Pollution and the 

Presence of Cancer Clusters Among Marginalized 

Communities in Houston, Texas, Genice Knight, 

Doctoral Candidate 

 

 

 

Climate Change, Public Health and Community 

Resilience: The Role of Historically Black Colleges 

and Universities, Tabaris Smith & Jeran Herbert 

(Doctoral Candidates) 

 

GHGs Emissions as an Indicator of Urban 

Sustainability: Relationship between Emissions 

Trends and Socio-Economic Characteristics of the 

US, Berneece S. Herbert, PhD; Joan M. Wesley, 

PhD; & Tayla D. Thomas, PhD 

 

 

  



 

Spring 2023 Graduate Research Assistants: 

Patryce Terrell:  

¶ Project Title: Assessing Maritime Infrastructure along the Mississippi: Chokepoints and Implications for 
Food Security 

¶ Funding source: Maritime Transportation Research & Education Center 

¶ Supervisor: Berneece S. Herbert, PhD. 

Olayemi Babalola: 

¶ Project Title: Assessing Maritime Infrastructure along the Mississippi: Chokepoints and Implications for 
Food Security 

¶ Funding source: Maritime Transportation Research & Education Center 

¶ Supervisor: Berneece S. Herbert, PhD. 

Carmeleta Guy: 

¶ Internship with Revitalize Mississippi 

¶ Funding source: Maritime Transportation Research & Education Center 

¶ Supervisor: Talya Thomas, PhD. 

Monica Harris: 

¶ Project Title: Food Security & Sovereignty in the Delta: A Case Study of a Small Farm 

¶ Funding source: Maritime Transportation Research & Education Center 

¶ Supervisor: Berneece S. Herbert, PhD. 

Shuhmarraka Johnson 

¶ Funding source: Mississippi Urban Research Center 

¶ Supervisor: Joan Wesley, PhD. 

Tia Jackson 

¶ Funding source: Mississippi Urban Research Center 

¶ Supervisor: Joan Wesley, PhD. 

 

Additional GRA funded: 

Special project between DURP, Public Policy & UMMC. This position assists with the coordination of strategic 
Ǉƭŀƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ ŀǘ ¦aa/ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ 
impacted throughout the state.   

Project Supervisors: Lorna Kernizan, Chief Operations Officer, UMMC & Berneece Herbert, PhD, DURP 

Student: Shawanna Boyd, a doctoral student in Public Policy  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JSU/UC Berkeley Student Exchange  

Project Investigators:  
Berneece S. Herbert, PhD., Associate Professor & Chair  
Urban & Regional Planning, JSU 
 
G. Mathias Kondolf, PhD., Professor  
Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning,  
UC Berkeley 
 
Sponsored by MarTREC, JSU, the Farrand  
Endowment Innovation Fund, Berkeley California, & 
AAG Bridging the Digital Divide Grant, JSU  
 
Project Objectives: 
Å Assess social connectivity along the Mississippi River in Vicksburg, and the Pearl River in Jackson 
Å Tour the Ross Barnette Reservoir and examine flood issues in Jackson MS 

 
Team:  
Å 12 students 
Å 3 faculty members 
Å 1 researcher 
Å 2 Army Corps of Engineers 

 

 

  


