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What Makes a 
“Good” Presentation?



The Planning Stage
● Topic
● Audience
● Content
● Take Away



The Check Stage
✓ Check the Room
✓ Check the Tech
✓ Checklist
✓ Check in



The Presenting Stage
● Nerves
● Water
● Handouts
● ADA Compliance
● Problems
● Clothing



Things to Attend To
● Voice
● Tone
● Pace
● Eye Contact

● To Read or    
Not to Read

● Movement
● Pay Attention



More to Attend to 
(often overlooked)

● Hard Copies (and Backups)

● Microphone
● CART (Communication Access Realtime Translation)

● Impairments
● Copyright



Conference Presentations
● Check the Deck

● Meet and Greet

● Read and Feed

● Q & A

● Stay and Smile



The Deck
● Font
● Contrast
● Images
● Verbosity



Deck Matters
● In Person
● Zoom
● Mix
● Balance



A portfolio is composed of three main elements:
● Content: this includes the actual work you want to 

showcase and can be anything from writing samples 
to photographs or videos

● Design: the design should reflect your personality 
and style while remaining professional. It should also 
make it easy to navigate the portfolio

● Summary: a brief summary at the beginning of the 
portfolio will help provide an introduction to your 
work and give visitors a better understanding of 
yourself and what you have created

Contents of a 
portfolio



AI Opportunities for Educators

Time-Saving Automation
Automate grading, lesson planning, and performance 

analysis to focus on meaningful student interaction.

Personalized Learning
Create customized learning paths that adapt to each 

student's progress in real-time.

Data-Driven Insights
Rich analytics enable proactive intervention and optimized 

lesson planning for better outcomes.

Enhanced Content Creation
Generate diverse educational materials including interactive 

exercises and visual aids.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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Assignments NEED to: 

● Engage depth
● Explore Process thinking
● Consider multimodalities
● Be unexpected

AI relies on: 
Broad statements
General terms
Minimal depth
But it’s getting better!



Academic Career Impact
Presentation skills are not just for the classroom. They 

are critical for defending grants, presenting conference 

papers, and successfully navigating tenure reviews. 

Your ability to speak is your ability to persuade.

Public Engagement
Academics are increasingly called upon to explain 

complex ideas to the public. Clear communication 

bridges the gap between the ivory tower and society, 

enhancing the relevance and impact of your research.

Why It Matters



Thank You!
Questions?

craig.a.meyer@jsums.edu

Meyer LinkedIn

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma
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